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Where Eagles Learn to Soar!

It is really hard to believe half
of the year is over. Our
students and staff have been
working extremely hard so far
this year. We are so proud of
all of them. Throughout the
year, we monitor student
attendance patterns with
regards to absences and
tardies. I have included in this
months newsletter the
regulations regarding absences
and tardies at the elementary
level.

Student absences:

Unexcused absences include:
Vacation

Ski Trips

Family Reunions

Any type of pleasure trip
Truancy

Overslept/parent overslept
Missed the school bus

In order to determine if a

student's absence is excused, a

note is needed which includes:

e Date(s) of absence

e Cause of absence

e Signature of the
parent/guardian

The note is to be taken to the
main office by the student on
the day of his/her return to

Continued on Page 5

News
-

Wow, the last month of the
year is upon us. The saying
goes—time flies when you're
having fun---and we’ve had so
much fun at Valley Oaks, I
guess it's true. I hope
everyone enjoyed their
Thanksgiving holiday. Thanks
for all the generous donations
to the food drive, so that other
families in the community
could have a wonderful
Thanksgiving too. And thanks
to Lorraine Becker for
coordinating this important
effort.

The next RIF distribution will
be December 7, and will
hopefully provide some great
reading over the long holiday
break. That same day, the
hospitality committee will
provide our teachers with a
Winter Holiday Lunch. The
December meeting, on
Tuesday, December 11, will be
followed by the 2nd grade
winter program and you won't
want to miss it. It starts at
6:30 in the cafeteria. Hope to
see you there.

Merry Christmas and a safe
and happy Winter Holiday
Break to all!

Joan Flynn
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Holiday Wish List for VOE Families

As the winter holidays are approaching, we would like to provide your family with the
opportunity to share with some of our Valley Oaks families who are truly in need of our
assistance at this time. Some parents have been asking what they can do to help other
families during the holidays.

We have some families who have very limited financial resources for gifts and food for the
upcoming holiday season. We also have some families that are in desperate need of food,
not just because it is the holiday season but due to illness, job loss, or other life
circumstances that have drastically affected their families in recent weeks.

Gift cards or cash donations are ideal because they provide us with the opportunity to
purchase specific items which these families are currently needing.

Gift cards, in any denomination, to the following stores are the most useful at this time.

Target Walgreen's
Walmart HEB
Barnes and Noble McDonald's
Kroger's Sonic
Randall's Luby's

If you would like to donate gift cards or provide cash donations, please place your items in
an envelope and include your name inside. If possible, it would be helpful if you could include
the store receipt for the gift cards. Please address the envelope to Karen Doudican, VOE
Counselor. You may give these envelopes directly fo Ms. Doudican or to one of our office
staff. If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Doudican at (713) 365-4080.

We wish all of you the most blessed of holiday seasons.
Thank you for all that you share with our Valley Oaks families.

Happy Holidays From the You don't really understand human nature

Eagle Eye Staff unless you know why a child
on a merry-go-round

will wave at his parents every time around

Amy Brast, llse Granizo, Sandy Skrehot - and why his parents will always wave back.
~William D. Tammeus
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Kindergarten

Nearly 90 Kindergarteners and 25 chaperones enjoyed a beautiful day on November 1st at Dewberry Farms,
riding the corn train, feeding and petting the animals, taking a hayride to pick their own pumpkins....there was so
much to do, that we couldn’t do it all.. We want to thank the PTA for making it possible for us to go and for the
parents and friends who served as extra hands and eyes and helped get the children to their fun activities.

Now our classes are crawling with spiders. Don’t call an exterminator....these spiders are made of items found
around the house or in any craft store. The spider models showed a lot of creativity. Thanks to those who made it
a fun family project. You all get an A on your spider homework.

As we finish our science unit about spiders, we will move into a Social Studies unit about Homes. We will
compare the lifestyle and living conditions of the pilgrims with our lifestyle today We will explore the customs and
traditions of the winter holidays as well as compare the customs and traditions of families in our multi-cultural
community. In math we will be studying shapes, area and number concepts. We are busy in Language Arts as
Red Hot Readers, and word rings are in full swing as we anticipate the start of Writer's Workshop. Watch for
more opportunities to volunteer in the class.

We wish your family a safe and restful holiday break. See you in 2008!

First Grade Salutes America!

Our little patriots in first grade just had their American picnic as a culminating activity to their American symbols
unit! Dads came out to cook our hot dogs, and our moms served us up right with good oI’ American Apple Pie.
Outside our room we had windsocks flying showing the symbols we learned! It was a red, white and blue
extravaganza! Thank you to all our parents who helped and provided food for us!

Coming up we will be learning about the dirty business of soil. Our soil scientists will practice the scientific method
as they discover what soil is, what is in soil, and how we use soil in our lives. We will investigate many types of
soil during our unit.

In reading we have made connections, made pictures in our mind with mental images, and now we are learning
what is important in our reading. Make sure you ask questions after your child has read. This will help them build
their comprehension skills.

Math has been a busy time as we learn to count to 40-by ones, twos, fives, and tens. We have also learned about
geometric space shapes such as the cylinder, cone, pyramid, sphere, rectangular prism, and the cube. As a great
at-home activity, have your little scholar find these shapes around your home. We have also been practicing our
measuring skills with many different types of tools! We will soon be learning to tell time to the hour and half hour.

SECOND GRADE

Second grade is already having a merry ole’ time planning for the Winter Holiday Program on December 11". All
students are encouraged to participate in both the daytime and evening programs. The rest of the month we’ll be
reading lots of non-fiction text with a focus on reading for information. The students will also be writing non-fiction
and each class will make their own non-fiction book! Students will also be excited to participate in hands-on
experiences with Balance and Motion. We'll continue to be developing our problem solving skills in math so it’s
essential that all Second Graders have their math facts memorized. With so much free time, the holidays are the
perfect time to practice!

We wish you a safe and happy holiday season!
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Third Grade Dives into December

We wrapped up November with our field trip to
Space Center Houston and a Thanksgiving Feast
that was shared by alll Now, we are looking forward
to an eventful December.

We are using our READING STRATEGIES to help
us comprehend the books we read. We are also
looking at the difference between FICTION and
NON FICTION books and the different ways these
two types of books are read.

We are solidifying our adding and subtracting skills
when using three digit numbers. We are also
working on ROUNDING two and three digit numbers
to the nearest ten and hundred. The new concept
this month is MULTIPLICATION. We are exploring
the concept of multiplication through word problems
and are beginning to memorize some of the
multiplication facts. 1
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We are taking on the role of a geologist as we learn
about the earth. Our study involves learning the
difference between rocks and minerals, using
various tools to examine the properties of rocks and
minerals, identifying the three types of rocks —
SEDIMENTARY, IGNEOUS, and METAMORPHIC,
and learning about the layers of the earth. After we
learn about OUR planet, we will move into a study of
the SOLAR SYSTEM and its eight planets.

+ +
We are learning about the basic structure and
function of local government and learning the
characteristics of GOOD CITIZENSHIP. When
learning about being a good citizen, we will look at
important people throughout history who possess
the characteristics of a good citizen.

( - ( $e&-.$687 ,
0123 451 315+ (
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Fourth Grade Wonderland

School bells ring, are you listening?
‘lectric boards are all glistening.

A beautiful sight,

An essay to write.

Walkin’ in a fourth grade wonderland.

Gone away are writing jitters.
Investigating ocean critters.

Main ideas and detail—
Compositions won't fail.

Walkin’ in a fourth grade wonderland.

In our math time, we draw lines and angles,
Take millions, round the numbers up or down.
You'll say, “Is it tough?”

We'll say, “No, tangles.”

Now, long division doesn’t make us frown.

Later on, we’ll admire

Comanche homes and attire,
Europeans explore—

Coronado and more.

Walkin’ in a fourth grade wonderland.

In our writing we improve our grammar,
Punctuate and spell until they’re sound.
We'll say, “Comma, quote.

No need to stammer!

Exlamation point, end quote.” Did we astound?

Adaptations, ain’t they thrillin’

Though the food chain’s got some killin’.
Do you think vertebrates

Need inherited traits?

Walkin’ in a fourth grade wonderland.

Walkin’ in a fourth grade wonderland.

Walkin’ in a fourth arade wonderland.

Valley Oaks
Where Eagles Learn to
Soar

Jff

el el
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Continued from Page 1

school. If a note is not received
within two (2) school days of a
student's return, the student's
absence will be considered
unexcused.

Student tardies:

A student is considered tardy if
not in class when the bell rings at
7:30. Tardiness is a disruption to
classroom instruction and the
educational process. Excessive
tardies (10 or more) will result in
a referral to the Truancy
Reduction Increased Attendance
Team (TRIAT) of SBISD.

**The regulations written above
have been taken directly from the
2007-2008 Elementary
Student/Parent Handbook. If you
have any questions or concerns
regarding attendance regulations,
please feel free to contact my
office.

Finally, I would like to wish
everyone a happy and safe winter
break. Thank you for all you do to
support us in our efforts to make
Valley Oaks the wonderful school
that it is.

-Mr. Henry
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Fifth Grade
Where has the time gone? It seems to have flown by.

Fifth graders have been busy in science learning about
the states of matter, mixtures and solutions and the forms
of energy. In math some of the things we have learned
about are prime and composite numbers, place value to
the billions, area, perimeter and volume just to name a
few.

In social studies we created our own real estate
advertisements in an attempt to convince colonists to
move to Jamestown or Plymouth. We’ve also begun
exploring the earliest forms of government in the U.S. by
studying the Mayflower Compact and House of
Burgesses.

In math we will be learning all about fractions, including
equivalent fractions, improper to mixed fractions, adding
and subtracting with like denominators and comparing
fractions using common denominators. We will also be
covering probability. Parents, please continue to work with
your child to review their math facts every night. Mastery
of their facts is crucial for everything we will cover this
year.

In science we will finish electricity. Next we will explore
natural resources and then begin our study of the solar
system.

In Language Arts, we will continue to focus and build on
reading comprehension skills, as well as using a variety of
context clues strategies to help with unknown words.

In social studies, we're continuing to study the early
colonization of America. Next, we’ll begin to explore the
events that lead up to the Revolutionary War. It's such an
exciting and important time in our country’s history!

This month we are fortunate to be visiting the George
Bush Presidential Library in College Station. We will be
exploring the processes of our national government
through hands-on, interactive activities, as well as
developing an appreciation and respect for the Office of
the President.

We hope you all have a happy and safe holiday. See you
next year!
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Hello from Health Fitness!
)
@&

First, T would like to congratulate =
Valley Oaks Students on a job well done on

The School Walk for Diabetes a.k.a. "The Pumpkin Run”.
Each student ran their hearts out plus.....

Together they raised over $8,000!

This is a huge donation Valley Oaks has made to

o, ofy B oy oy

In January grades 3™ - 5™ will be participating in a program called “In-Line Skating 101" in
their Health Fitness classes. This program is designed to teach children how to In-line skate,
use the safety gear and learn safety rules to promote safe skating. We have successfully
participated in this program for the last 3 years. We are looking forward to this program again
and cannot wait to get all of VOE ready to skate safe! So, be looking for this to come home in
the Friday Folders!

‘9 We hope that every one has a Healthy and Happy Holiday Season!9

VOE DIRECTORIES

Always kiss your

The Directory has been delivered. If children goodnight -
you did not receive one or you have even if they're
questions or concerns regarding the already asleep.
directory, please contact Meg

Humphrey at meghh@sbcglobal.net ~H. Jackson Brown, Jr.
or 713-899-3120.
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Music Notes
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o JrVR
The music rooms are buzzing this time of year! Holiday time is such a special time filled with music.

5 grade goes to the Symphony

@ The 5t grade attended a symphony concert in Jones Hall on October 30, 2007.

j_ Students listened to the music of John Williams, Bernstein, Copland, and Dvorak,

4y among others at this concert. It was a great time for all of our students as they got to
hear the world-class Houston Symphony and find out what an impressive theatre we
have in Jones Hall.

5" Grade Choir goes on Tour

In December, all of our 5t grade students participate in our 5t grade choir, presenting a concert of
interesting and fun holiday songs. At this time of year, our students “go on the road” performing
out and about Houston. Our “tour schedule” at this time is as follows:

Saturday, 12/8/07  Lights in the Heights 7:00 p.m. (approx)
Tuesday, 12/11/07  VOE students 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, 12/11/07  PTA meeting 6:30 p.m.

Hopefully, we will be able to include an afternoon of caroling somewhere in the Spring Branch area.
As details are finalized, we will get that information to you.

2 Grade presents “How the Penguins Saved the Season”

On December 11, 2007, the 2" grade will be presenting the holiday musical, “How the Penguins
Saved the Season.” Oh no! Santa has fallen out of his sleigh over the South Pole and has lost his
memory! Come find out how our very talented 2" grade students help Santa regain his memory
so that he can continue to do his important job! It will be a great show and we hope that you are

[0
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Building a Friendship by Irasema Montalvo

I can make a difference by making a new friend
because it brings joy inside of them. Then, I can
feel a lot more happier because I will have a lot
more friends and those friends will have me.
Also, I can tell them my secrets if I trust them.
Making friends prevents enemies because friends
work out disagreements. Having and being a
friend gives people protection because friends
take care of each other. It will make a difference,
being just like a big family group. As family, they
can share all their things like their love of their
friendship. So, we can all be a very, very happy
world with our friendship.

Supplying Water by Madison Mohnkern

I can make a difference by sending bottles of
water to Atlanta, Georgia because there is a
water limit. “This is not something we can
conserve our way out of,” said Governor Casey
Cagle. He had also said that the citizen’s may not
water their lawns, plants, and trees. Those will
die, and that’s bad because trees suck in carbon
dioxide, and spit out oxygen. So, now, they will
probably spit out 2% because they're dead.

Hoover Dam in California has a big supply of
water. I am planning to send a letter to the
Governor to see if maybe Georgia can borrow a
little bit of water. Because the Bible says to love
your neighbor as yourself, there are many ways
to make a difference, but I am going to start with
this. “A journey of a thousand miles must begin
with a single step,” said Lao-tsu. That’s what I
will do, start with a single step.

Mrs. Huff’s class wrote
Halloween epitaphs for fruits
and vegetables:

R.I.P. Broccoli
by Kelsey Slattery

Big, huge broccoli.

So bushy, so green,

Who was cooked for dinner by me,
Who likes them steamed!

R.I.P Rad the Radish
by Ben Berg

Rad the Radish fell from a loft
Into a sea, into a pot,

And when he fell, he began to boil.
What was left after dinner

Was put into the soil.

From Ms. Hamrick’s
ghoulish group!

Hunter Gilbert wrote:
“Here Lies Timmy the Treater”

Geoff the White Creepy Ghost soar
flying through the dark midnight
sky to his haunted house. He
cruised threw the air and as he
landed and entered the house he
followed a mysterious sight. A
creepy little trick or treater, named
Timmy was rummaging through his
chocolate candy. Geoff the ghost
scared the treater and ghostly
Geoff and the townsmen never saw
little Timmy Treater again.
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The Annual Jamboree Confetti Egg Contest LT o
9 September 17, 2007 to April 11, 2008. a /; @ %

Each time you use an egg for cooking, break off a small opening at V
the top of the egg (just enough to remove the egg white & yolk, quarter size), then
WASH the egg (inside & out) with HOT water. When you have a full dozen egg shells, put them back
into the carton and send the carton to school) :

- ) , " ( . (
» )

DO NOT SEND hard boiled, raw, store bought or unwashed eggshells to school.
be counted.

These eggs will not

3 <2+ The classroom with the most credit will receive a << party at the end of the year for the
campus winner. The grade level winners will receive an 9 -

I 666
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? + (( 2" ? + (( 2"
Gillie, Jennifer Pre-K 48 48] |Cernosek, Melissa 3rd 348 696
Portice, Patti PreK 12 12] |Ethridge, Marty 3rd 36 72 144
Shawn, Kimberly Kinder 0] |Cortes, Angela 3rd 12 12
lJohnson, Susan Kinder 0] [Henrick, Emily 3rd 36 72
Kerekygerto, Jan Kinder 0] [Yarbrough, Randi 3rd 0]
Ferguson, Becky Kinder 12 12| |Colvard, Allison 4th 120 240
Rubinsky, Nina Kinder 0] [Hamrick, Deanna 4th 216 216
Coffman, Susan 1st 24 42 90] |Kleinhenz, Sydnie 4th 102 24 228
Howard, Jacque 1st 0] JHuff, Sharon 4th 48| 96
IAmaya, Monica 1st 0] [Maddock, Ken 4th 0]
Batcha, Kristi 1st 0] [Farrell, Elizabeth 5th 270 270
Lee, Amy 1st 12, @>] 60] |Looper, Marcia 5th 354 24 732
IAxton, Marlo 2nd 234 84 552] |Vasek,Nicole 5th 78 90| 246
Martinez, Monica 2nd 0] [Dhevan, Casey 5th 714 144 1572
Rampersaud, Susie 2nd 36 468 540] [Ehlinger, Marie 5th 30 30)
Stuart, Megan 2nd 12 12| No Name 102 102
\Watters, Brittany 2nd 36 90| 162 0
342 804 1836 984

9 - ae# 8 *
+ (( $#-/ #/%
A+ (( #-// #BC

Gary Henry Principal Amy Brast Editor

Cheryl Northcutt  Assistant Principal llse Granizo Translator

Joan Flynn PTA President Sandy Skrehot School Distribution
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SUN MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 Grade to Main th
7:30-12:00 5" Grade
Street Theater RIF DISTRIBUTION Choirr-Lights
in the
Heights
9 10 11 12 13 16 15
8:30a 5" Grade
Choir; cafeteria
6:30p PTA Mg:
2" Grade Program;
5" Grade Choir;
cafeteria
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
5" Grade to Bush 3:00 CIT Meeting WINTER PARTIES
Library
11:30 EARLY
DISMISSAL
23 24 25- 26 27 28 29
MERRY CHRISTMAS
WINTER BREAK
I I I i
[ [ [ |
30 |31 WINTER BREAK




