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February, 2009  Valley Oaks Elementary                   Where Eagles Learn to Soar! 

 

Where is it? 

Art Museum 15 
Auction 2009 3 
Book Fair 2 
Check Writing Cam 4-5 
Child Safety 14-15 
Education Week 7 
Family Science Night 2 
4th Grade Writings 11-14 
Holiday Wish List 2 
Hospitality 6  
It’s a Date 16 
Principal Message 1 
PTA Officers 2 
PTA Press 1 
Scholarly Scoop 8-10 
Student Council 6 

Dear Parents, 
 
I would like to bring your attention to a 
safety concern we have in our afternoon 
parent drive that only you can assist us 
with.  We have had some vehicles 
parking in tow away zones on Hillendahl 
in the afternoon at dismissal time.  While 
doing this, parents are walking their 
children across the street to their cars 
thereby avoiding the car rider line.  A 
majority of our parents wait safely in line 
to pick their children up.   
 
Please be sure if you are picking up your 
child in the afternoon at parent drive, do 
not park on the street.  We have almost 
had some serious accidents due to 
vehicles parked on the street and 
parents choosing to walk their children to 
the cars parked on the street.    
 
You may notice the Spring Branch Police 
Department monitoring the street after 
school.  Please be sure you are not 
parking on the street.  The safest 
manner for you to pick your child up is 
through the car rider line. 
 
“Education Go Get It Week!!” 
 
During the week of Feb. 9th – 13th we will 
be celebrating “Education Go Get It 
Week.”  During this week we will be 
focusing on post secondary success and 
encouraging students to think about life 
beyond high school.  We will have many 
activities throughout the week to 
celebrate and encourage students to 
think about their future. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your 
continued support of Valley Oaks. 
 
-Mr. Henry 

Hello. I hope you all enjoyed your 
holiday. Thanks to Shannon Whiting 
and Elizabeth Honeycutt Martin, and 
the hospitality committee, for 
helping our teachers/staff start their 
break off right with the Holiday 
Luncheon on Dec. 12. A wonderful 
time was had by all. 
December also brought a successfully 
“wild” Book Fair, thanks to Rebecca 
Robertson, Pat Walker and Charleen 
Siroky.  
 
Our kids have been busy completing 
their RIF Reading Challenge—what 
fun! Thanks again to Catherine 
Chastain and Heather Talbert who 
helped to make this such an exciting 
event.  February continues to be busy 
with our “Love Your School”  Check 
Writing Campaign, which concludes 
on February 13. Thank you Karin 
Donovan for your help in making 
this a successful fundraiser. And, the 
Go Green Auction, on Sat. Feb. 21, is 
sure to be the event of the year 
thanks to Tamara East and Trudy 
Singleton and their many sub-
committee chairs. If you have not 
purchased your tickets yet, please do 
so now. You don’t want to miss it! 
 
The next Board meeting is Tuesday, 
Feb. 10, at 6:30, in the Multipurpose 
Room. You are invited to attend and 
we hope to see you there. 
 
Joan Flynn 

Principal’s Message 
 

Gary Henry, Principal 
PTA Press 
 

Joan Flynn, President   
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“The VOE faculty and staff share our heartfelt 
gratitude to each of you who made a holiday 
contribution to assist out VOE families-in-need 
during the holiday season. Your assistance provided 
food, clothing, and/or gifts to families truly needling our 
support.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity deeply 
enriched the lives of others in our VOE community and 
brought joy, smiles, warmth, and nurturing to our 
precious children.” 
  
Appreciatively, 
Karen Doudican, Counselor 
 

 
Family Science Night 

 
What a great night of cool science! 
 
Door prize winners:  
Mia Lowery (PK), James deLeon (PK), Mason 
Griffiths (2),  Charlotte Walstead (2), Kaeli Adams 
(4), Hanna Bukowitz (3). Juan Nunez (4), Ananni 
Cantu (K), Kathryn Swanson (4), Stephanie Moscoso 
(4), Lyndi Byers (PK) and Jessica Rodriguez (3). 
 
Students correctly estimating: 
3-5 jar 222    Kaemon Treadwell    
Pk-2 jar 88    Megan Skaggs-86, Hatley Post-
90, Callaghan Ray-90 
 
 

The Safari has left VOE!!!! 
 

Thank you to ALL who went on the book fair safari 
with us.  It was a huge success.  We made  
many changes this year and we appreciate you coming 
along.  Grandparent's Day was fun for both the kids and 
the grandparents.  Donuts with Dads was huge this 
year.  There will be parental supervision at the donut 
table next year!!!!  Sorry about running out of donuts.  
You will be seeing new books in the library  that Ms. 
Lee picked out from the fair.  Thanks again to all who 
lent a paw to make this book fair so great!  We could 
not have done it without you.  Watch the calendar for 
the dates of the BOGO Book Fair coming in May.  See 
you then.  
 
Rebecca Robertson, Charleen Siroky, Pat Walker 

Your PTA Needs You!! 

The Valley Oaks PTA Nominating Committee 
is looking for individuals who would like to be 
considered for the PTA Officer Positions listed 
below. All members of the Valley Oaks PTA 
are eligible to run for office. A person shall not 
be eligible to serve more than two consecutive 
terms in the same office. 

Elected Officers assume their official duties at 
the end of the 2008-2009 school year and 
serve for a term of one year. 

The positions for which nominations are 
being sought are:   

President 

First Vice President 

Second Vice President 

More detailed information about each Officer 
Position is available on the VOE PTA Web site.

If you are interested in serving on the board or 
would like to make a suggestion, please 
email Cathy Finck at dcfinck@msn.com or 
place the information in a sealed envelope 
placed in the PTA mailbox at VOE. The 
election for all positions will be held during the 
March 10, 2009 PTA meeting at 6:30pm in the 
Cafeteria. 

Thank you, 

The VOE PTA Nominating Committee 

Cathy Finck, Laura Dye, Kim Graham, Mandy 
Kelvin, Ginny Langenkamp, Nichole Waters 

 All nominating committee business will 
be kept confidential. 

 

mailto:dcfinck@msn.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ticket Order Form 
 

When:  Saturday, February 21, 2009  
   6:00 p.m. Dinner, Sign-up parties, Silent Auction Begins 
   8:30 p.m. Live Auction 
   10:00 p.m. Live Music 

Where:  Sherlock’s Pub - 1952 West Gray *Must be 21 or older to attend 

Cost:  $50 per person for admission & dinner - Limited Quantity Available  

 

Have a Question or a Donation? Contact the Auction Committee: 
VOE_Auction_2009@yahoo.com 

 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE AUCTION, PLEASE CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING TO THE: 

LOVE YOUR SCHOOL 
 VOE  CHECK-WRITING CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(Detach bottom portion and include with your check for Auction Tickets) 
 

Student Name:___________________________________ Parent(s) Name:___________________________________ 
  
Grade:_______________________ Teacher:____________________________________________________________ 
  
I am ordering ____________ticket(s) at $50 each for a total of $_______________ 
  
I would like to contribute $__________ ($10, $25, $50, or other amount to the teacher/staff/family ticket fund) 
  
Total: $___________________ 
 

Please make checks payable to VOE PTA. 
Forms of payment the night of the auction will be cash, checks and all major credit cards. 

 
*The Auction Committee in conjunction with Sherlock’s Pub Co. will be offering free cab vouchers for 

transportation home at the conclusion of the event. 
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PLEASE SHOW YOUR L VE FOR 

 VOE! 
CHECK-WRITING CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER 

 
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3 to show your L♥VE for VOE: 
  
1.  Read this article, 
2.  Fill out the form and write a check to support activities, events and students at VOE, and 
3.  Send the check back to school with your child by February 13th ♥. 
 
Extra Credit:  Check to see if your company has a matching program, and you can DOUBLE your contribution. 
 
Why do we need a check-writing campaign? 

 Different parents want to contribute to Valley Oaks in different ways. We need to give parents options about how to support VOE 
(selling items, giving time, writing a check, attending an auction). 

 It benefits ALL students at VOE. 
 We can use an untapped resource to double the benefit: matching program with companies. 
 100% goes to school. 
 It costs NOTHING to implement. 
 Valley Oaks PTA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit organization. Gifts to the Valley Oaks PTA are deductible! 
 Parents, grandparents, faculty, alumni and friends of Valley Oaks are encouraged to participate. If they work for matching companies, 

that is twice as nice. 
 The district does not provide everything the students and teachers need. The PTA fills in HUGE gaps left by the district.  
 Examples of things bought in the past by the PTA: laminating machines, paper cutters, field trips, additional books for the library, 

dictionaries, bookshelves, tables, software updates, red hot readers for lower levels…The list goes on and on.  
 Examples of things we could purchase from wish lists: computer in every classroom, greatly needed supplies for new teachers, 

additional books for the library, etc. 
 
Although donations are accepted anytime, please send in your donation by February 13th to be listed in printed materials.  

 
For more information please log-on to valleyoakspta.com, e-mail Karin Donovan (karindonvan@hotmail.com) or  

Staci Flemming (sflemming@sbcglobal.net). 
 
 

 
You can also go to www.valleyoakspta.com and 

click on “Love Your School Check Writing Campaign” then go to “Information & Form.” 

http://www.valleyoakspta.com/forms/check_writing_2009.pdf
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“LOVE YOUR SCHOOL” 
Valley Oaks Elementary ♥ 2008-2009 ♥ Check-writing Campaign 

♥ Patron Form ♥ 

Please fill in the following information and return this form along with your tax-deductible contribution (payable to the Valley 
Oaks PTA) to your child’s teacher or the front office. 
 

Parent(s) Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________  

or Company Name: ___________________________________________________________________________  

Student(s) Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________   

Student(s) Grade(s):________________________Student(s) Teacher(s):__________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip:________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: ________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________  

I would like to make a donation of _______ (Please specify amount: $_________ - Any amount is greatly appreciated -) ♥ 

My company,                                                             , has a Matching Gift Program. I will contact my company human 
resources department, so my company can DOUBLE my donation. 

Valley Oaks PTA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit organization. Donors may deduct contributions to the Valley Oaks PTA as provided in 
Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Service code. A receipt will be sent to you. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Eagle Eye            February 2009 Page 6  of  16 

Valley Oaks Student Council Report 
 
Billy Talbert:  Treasurer’s Report  

• SNOW GRAMS Sales Results =  
We raised $1,144.00!  Thanks to our wonderful, 
generous Valley Oaks Eagles students and 
parents! 

• 125 Winter Care Packets were bought with the 
cash sales.  Each Winter Care Packet contained a 
warm, cozy blanket, a mug, and a package of 
hot chocolate.  

• The remainder of the money will be sent as a 
check to the Star of Hope Mission, It will be 
designated to go to the Teen Room, an area of 
need as expressed by the staff.  

 
Student Council Officers, Teacher Sponsors and a few representatives and their parents delivered the Winter 
Care Packets to the Star of Hope Mission just before Christmas.  The residents were grateful for the warmth 
and generosity of the Valley Oaks community.  Valley Oaks students learned once again the blessing of 
giving to those in need!  Truly, it is a joy to be a part of such a caring, compassionate school! 
 
Sincerely, 
Madison Mohnkern, President    Jake Reistroffer, Secretary 
Merritt Chastain, Vice-President    Billy Talbert, Treasurer 

    
 

  VOE Hospitality Committee  
 
The VOE Hospitality Committee’s purpose is to demonstrate our appreciation for Valley Oaks’ faculty and staff through 
seasonal birthday lunches, treats and gifts throughout the year.  Our awesome Committee volunteers provided delicious 
homemade pies and tarts for the faculty and staff on November 20 in honor of Thanksgiving.  Our staffers LOVE pie, but then 
again, who doesn’t?  YUMMY! 
 
The Holiday Luncheon was held on Friday, December 12 and the delicious repast of chicken fettuccini Alfredo, Caesar salad 
and garlic bread was generously donated by H-E-B Bunker Hill Market.  We would like to thank Andres Garcia of H-E-B 
for making this happen – next time you are in H-E-B, be sure to say thanks for their support of VOE.  And of course, what holiday 
meal would be complete without homemade desserts by loving VOE parents?  Thank you!  We would also like to thank Susan 
Ramsey, Robin Carroll, Patti Bailey and our husbands, Greg Whiting and Gregory “Santa” Martin for their assistance in 
setup, service and takedown. 
 
Hospitality Committee Volunteers provided cookies for the PTA General Meeting and Holiday Program on Tuesday, 
December 16.  Thank you to all the parents who brought delicious treats. 
 
Eighteen faculty and staff members were honored on Friday, January 23, with the Winter Teacher Birthday Lunch.  Many 
thanks to the following parents who contributed delicious items for this lunch:  Debbie Dixon, Kim Fitch, Melanie 
Whatley, Susan Ramsey, Manisha Patel, Jackie Harrison, Monica Rosenstein, Beth Riley, Patti Bailey, Oliva Melo and 
Debbie Autenreith. 
 
Upcoming Hospitality Events:  Valentine Treats, Spring Teacher Birthday Lunch, Summer Teacher Birthday Lunch and Teacher 
Appreciation Week (May 4-10).  More details to come! 
 
Elizabeth Honeycutt – Martin and Shannon Whiting 

VOE Hospitality Committee Chairs, E-mail:  hospitality@valleyoakspta.com




