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Principal’s Message
Gary Henry, Principal

Dear Parents,

It is truly hard to believe we are
distributing our last Eagle Eye issue of
the year. Thank you to the PTA for
another great Jamboree. It is always fun
to see everyone. A great deal of
planning and organization goes into
making the Jamboree successful. Thank
you to all of the parents who helped
organized and plan the event.

The month of May will be very busy but
fun and exciting for everyone. This year
we say farewell to our fifth graders and
some of their parents. Valley Oaks is a
special place and will continue to provide
everyone with some very special
memories. | feel a special bond with our
current fifth grade class. My first year as
principal here was also some of our fifth
graders first year in prekindergarten. We
all wish them the best of luck as they
enter middle school. | also want to
remind them to continue to make those
good decisions. We want to hear of all
of their great accomplishments.

At the time | am writing this letter, we are
still not certain as to whether or not we
have to make up the missed school day
from Tuesday, April 28"™. | will be
sending communication from my office
as soon as our district makes that
determination.

Our Back to School Fair is scheduled for
Thursday, August 20™. The first day of
school for students will be Monday
August 24™

Have a terrific and safe summer! See
you again in August!

-Mr. Henry

PTA Press e
Joan Flynn, President M
) gl i _ﬂ

Hello. 23 days and counting........ it's hard
to believe that the school year is almost
over. PTA has had a successful year,
thanks to you all.

Jamboree was once again a huge
success. The rain held off just long
enough for everyone to have fun.
“Thank You” to Lisa Trammell and Amy
Klam for your incredible job! And, the
kids had such beautiful artwork
displayed at the auction. “Thank You” to
Nichole Watters and Allison Curington
for putting it all together so wonderfully.

There are still many fun days ahead-----
--Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week; Book
Fair; Field Day; Fifth Grade Event........ Be
sure and check the enclosed calendar
and mark the dates on yours.

The last board meeting will be on
Tuesday, May 12, at 6:30, in the
Multipurpose Room. The last general
meeting will be on Tuesday, May 26.
That meeting will start at 6:30 p.m., in
the cafeteria. We will install next year’s
officers and present the PTA Life
Members Awards. The 5" grade program
and graduation will follow. 1 look
forward to seeing you there.

This will be my last “PTA PRESS”, as
Ginny Langenkamp will serve as next
year's President. She has a great group
of officers to help her and I know you all
will too. I'd like to end by saying
“thanks” to the PTA board; members;
Mr. Henry; and all the staff for your
dedication, hard work and support this
year. It has been a privilege to work
with such a great group. Happy
Summer!!  Joan Flynn
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Surfs Up Jamboree 2009

What a beautiful day it turned out to be for our annual Jamboree. The waves were breakin’ clean! The two
main words that we have for everyone are THANK YOU!! Thank you for taking time to chair and volunteer at
the booths. Thanks for pitching in when you saw a need. Thank you for your donations of baked goods, cakes,
drinks and Wheel of Fortune give away items. Thank you for buying tickets, t-shirts and sponsorships. These
funds enable the PTA to enrich the lives of all students at VOE.

Our food this year was donated by Lenox Barbeque (chopped beef sandwiches and sausage on stick). A
special thank you to Roger Swanson and Laura Dye (again!) for running the Food booth and supplying us with
hamburger and hot dog buns. Also a big thank you to Frank and Leslie Dragna and Tina McElyea for doing
such a great job on the Drink Booth. Troop 18117 also did a great job on the Bake Sale. We appreciate April
Hill and Claudine Ramirez taking this on again. And thanks to Tami Gust for taking on Wheel of Fortune. Itis
so fun to watch all of the action at this booth!

Thank you to our Booth Chairs and the teachers who helped set that up. We really could not organize all of the
volunteers without your help.

Thank you to our Booth Sponsors: The Gryder Family; Drew Durham; The Graham Family; Kirk & Melissa
Boswell; Daniel and Tamara East; The Flynn Family; The McGinnis Family; Big, Little School; The Whiting
Family; The Peterman Family; The Mohnkern Family; The McKinney Family; The Trammell Family; The Rodney
Family; Cassie & Garrett Briggs Family; The Crockett Family; Cullen Robertson Family; The Ultis Family; and
The Rusnak Family. And a special thank you to Tom Trammell for donating the sponsor signs.

Patti Portice did a great job on tickets as usual. And thank you to Cathy Finck for her hard work on T-Shirts.
They look awesome! And to Bill Fitch...thanks for all the great music. As always, we appreciate the set up help
from the Memorial High School MMOB and the clean up help from the VOE Dads. Your help was greatly
appreciated at the end of a very long day!! We also appreciate the help from Gary Henry (great job on Wheel of
Fortune!), Wanda from our custodial staff, and Sharon Lightfoot, Teresa and Cheryl in the front office. Thanks
for dealing with the district on our behalf and for collecting prizes in the office. And to Josef Klam...thank you for
all the heavy lifting, gathering the generators, and working the Wheel of Fortune Booth.

We hope everyone had a great afternoon! Surf's Up!

Lisa Trammell and Amy Klam
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REFLECTIONS

WOW! We had 2 children move onto State and the results are

iIn. Summer Rusnak was awarded an Award of Excellence for her
Graphic Novel. Daniel Stewart was awarded an Honorable
Mention for his Musical Composition. We are very proud of all
our Reflections award winners this year.

Summer and Daniel will be given a special award at the District
Award Ceremony on May 6th, 2009 located at the Administration
Building.

Way to Go!

Happy Summer/

Back to School Fair
August 20

First Day of School
August 24
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THANK YOU

QYVY YV QQYPYYO

CHECK-WRITING CAMPAIGN
PATRONS!

Patrons, thank you for the generous donations to the second-ever VOE check-writing campaign. So far, we
have raised $2,775.25 for our school! We still have a few checks coming in from parents and checks from
matching companies that should total another $450.00; so, when all the money is in, we should have a
grand total of $3,225.00! We cannot wait to put 100% of your donations to good use for ALL of our VOE
students.

If you did not donate, it is not too late. You can log on to http://www.valleyoakspta.com, download a
patron form, fill it out and send it back to school with your child.

From the bottoms of our @@@@@@ thank you!

—Karin Donovan and Staci Flemming (Check-writing Campaign Co-Chairs)

“My Heart’'s Overflowing” Patron « $1,000 Other Patron
Walter and Peggy Denny Anonymous
(grandparents of McKennon Denny) Anna Banach-Aiken

Bertha Flores
“Cupid’s Arrow” Patron v $250
Anonymous In Kind Donations #
Gregg and Karin Donovan
“Sweet Heart” Patron v $100-$200

Rick and Carla Bradford Matching Companies v
Ken and Susan Ray JP Morgan Chase

(plus - waiting on a matching donation) Duke Energy
Walter and Virginia Tomlinson El Paso Energy

Winston and Amy Brast

Layne and Jeanne Polocheck

Hulse and Sherri Wagner

Christopher Evers and Richard Bielec (plus - waiting on a matching donation)
Ransom Buller

Bill and Susan Westcott (plus - waiting on a matching donation)

Don and Julie Nordin

Kirk and Melissa Boswell

“Red Rose” Patron v $26-$50

Mike and Karren Fields

Russell and Stephanie Post

Christine Locher (plus - waiting on a matching donation)
John and Nancy Park

Anonymous

Anonymous

“Be Mine” Patron v $25

Colin and Susan Ramsey

Josh and Joan Flynn

Thane Sponsel and Katherine Wood
Kenneth and Susan Thompson
Steven and Evelyn Garcia
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Kindergarten

What an incredible year we have had in
kindergarten! We are so proud of our young readers,
writers, paleontologists, geologists, architects,
nutritionists, and artistsl  Don't miss our young
performers wearing their cutest pajamas and starring
in “Bedtime at Valley Oaks" on May 7™ at 8:30 a.m. in
the multi-purpose room.

Our future marine biologists will enjoy our
"Under the Sea" unit in May. We will explore the
layers of the ocean and the types of animals that live
in them. Watch your Friday Folders for information
about "Beach Blast“—our fun-in-the-sun, year-end
celebration. Students get to wear their swimsuits and
sunscreen and adults get another opportunity to
volunteer and snap photos of adorable children!

We are so very grateful for all the help that
Valley Oaks parents have given us. Thank you to field
trip chaperones, homework helpers, snack-bringers,
party sponsors, copiers, story readers, computer
assistants, and PTA supporters. You have enriched our
program immensely!

May is also a time for reflection. We will
create an exciting year-end project that will help us
remember Valley Oaks highlights such as the Patriotic
Sing-a-long, the Medieval Feast, our trip to Dewberry
Farm, our dinosaur and spider models, our visit to the
Houston Museum of Natural Science, and our
wonderful friends. The kindergarten team will miss
our 08-09 “"Eaglets”, but we are happy to see them
ready to soar on to new adventures next year. Please
come back for hugs and updates!

Chefs of First Grade!

It's that time of year again! The first grade is
almost ready for their annual Cookie Sale! We have
begun our study of economics where we learn about
wants and needs, goods and services, and producers
and consumers. We will be using all of those skills as
we produce cookies and sell them to you, the
consumers. They will definitely be a "want" you would
like to havel!

Our last reading strategy to conquer is the
skill of inferencing. We are learning to draw
conclusions about feelings and the story, and o make
predictions from these conclusions. We are learning to

SECOND GRADE

May in Second Grade will be so much fun,
We will learn new concepts and review old ones.

Language Arts will focus on non-fiction
comprehension;
We will also be synthesizing without
apprehension.

In Math we will continue to review,
Place value, hundreds chart patterns
and money too.

We will also be reviewing division and
multiplication,
And fractions as part of a set, what fascination!

Benchmarks is what we are getting ready for,
Math, Reading, and Science for sure.

Math is May 13" and Reading on May 20" is next.
We wrap up with Science on May 27", you bet.

Economics in Social Studies will be our
unit of study,
Free Enterprise and the earning and
spending of money.

Natural Resources will be another part of it,
Wants and Needs; what do we really need to get.

Don’t forget practice your math facts everyday,
And reading and learning things in a new way!

We will wind up the year full of fun and
learning too,
Thank you for encouraging your child
and supporting them too!
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write fiction stories and critique them for rising
action and climax.

In math we are learning o measure
temperature, capacity and length. We will continue to
work on math facts and problem solving!

What a wonderful year of learning we have
had! We have traveled fo foreign countries and
learned about our own. We have become scientists
investigating our earth and the animals that live there.
We have become mathematicians by adding,
subtracting, problem solving and measuring. Most of all
we have become true readers by building our skills and
strategies. We are ready for the challenges of second

Third Grade

We are quickly moving towards the last day of
school and our annual, end of the year, 3" Grade
Celebration but until then...

We are...

Solidifying our strategies and skills in Math
by: obtaining accurate measurements, identifying area
and perimeter, practicing multiplication facts,
recognizing multiplication and division fact families,
and solving multi step word problems using a variety of
methods

Researching and writing in Language Arts. In
conjunction with our Social Studlies and Science unit,
students are researching a topic and using the
information gathered to write an informative paper.

Investigating and exploring in Science by:
observing the growth of various types of seeds into
plants, identifying what is essential for organisms
(such as plants) to live and grow, and reviewing content
covered through out the year.

Preparing for our Field Trip to Main Street
Theatre on Monday, May 18™ our Wrriting Benchmark
on Tuesday, May 12™ and our Science Benchmark on
Friday, May 22",

Building our social skills by working together.

All in preparation for what lies ahead - 4™grade!!.

The Rhyme and Reason of Fourth Grade

Roses are red.

Violets are blue.

Our TAKS tests are over.
Now, here's what we'll do...

Hickory dickory dock.

We know elapsed time on a clock.
In math lessons we'll

learn the averaging skill

and plot ordered pairs onto a graph,
chick-chock.

Bi-Bi-ography—have you any fame?
Yes-sir, yes-sir, students learn my name.
My clothes and style they master.

My story's told the same

for parents and for girls and boys

who stroll down the lane.

Bi-ography Wax Museum, the 21°" of May
Yes-sir, yes-sir, the student-research way.

Matter has a lot of mass, lot of mass,

lot of mass. Matter has a lot mass;

a lot of volume too.

And everywhere that it gets bent, shows a dent—
change is sent.

Every time it burns, it's meant—

to change to something new.

Students learn about the sun, Earth's revolution,
weather fun.

It makes the children laugh and say,

"The planets are so far away.”

Hey diddle diddle

Guitar and a fiddle

on lonesome and long cattle drives.

The little doggies laughed to see railroad trains.
And the oil boom changed Texas lives.

Roses are red.

Violets are blue.

When fourth grade is fifth,
They'll know what to do.
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Fifth Grade - Meet Albert Einsteinlll

Albert Einstein once said, "I have no special talents, I am only passionately curious.” Although some might
disagree with his talent assessment, Einstein meant it. Let's Help Fifth Grade Scientists become passionately
curious!ll’ Who knows? Maybe we have an Einstein on our hands!!!!

Science/Language Arts: Our Fabulous Fifth Graders have been working hard to prepare for the April 30
Science TAKS. In addition to hands-on science experiments and interactive review activities, students have been
writing poetry about all of the science topics they have studied all year in science in their language arts classes.
We have been exploring different poetry types including pyramid poems, cinquain, diamante, two-worder poems,
alphabet poems and acrostics. We require the students to use scientific language to create meaningful poetry
providing another disciplinary to review, internalize and take ownership of scientific concepts. I know you will enjoy
the end results of the kids' hard work! We are very proud of the students’ creative and imaginative work!

TAKS: We are not worried at all about the Science TAKS results! As you have already heard, our fifth
graders did a phenomenal job on the Reading TAKS and Math TAKS. Our students have worked so hard this year...
they have taken on the challenge of meeting new concepts and strategies with gusto and we are so proud of each
and every student! Congratulations to you and your kids!

Social Studies: We have worked hard to learn about Manifest Destiny in Social Studies. As we have
learned about Westward Expansion and the movement of groups like the pioneers, 49ers, Chinese Immigrants and
the Mormons, we have learned that none of it was simple or easy! As groups moved west, it became apparent there
was controversy about whether our new ferritories and states would be slave states or free states. Thus the
CIVIL WAR! Students will learn and identify key events that led to the Civil War: the Missouri Compromise, the
Underground Railroad, the Compromise of 1850, "Bleeding Kansas," and the election of Abraham Lincoln. Fifth
graders will take a "walking tour” of the battle of Gettysburg to learn what life was like for soldiers who fought in
the Union and Confederate armies during the Civil War. To conclude the activity, students will write a eulogy
honoring those who fought and died during the Civil War.

Fifth graders are very busy indeed! We will spend the month of May learning about key historical events
that have taken place in the United States since the Civil War. As we learn the importance of these events in
modern-day America, we will conclude our year by celebrating each decade of the Twentieth Century! Hopefully,
students will make connections and understand yow their lives have been affected by key events of the Twentieth
Century! We believe our students will leave Valley Oaks with a strong foundation in the history of our great
country! God Bless Americallll

Calendar: Last of all.. stay abreast of these coming dates! We have a fabulous month ahead! Don't
miss outlll
April 30™ - 5™ Science TAKS
May 4™ - D.ARE. BBQ - Fifth graders and all staff during lunches
May 5™ - Cultural Arts Performance - 8:00 & 9:00 MPR
May 5™ - Orientation for 5™ grade students attending Westchester
May 5™ - 8™ - Buy One Get One Free Book Fair
May 8™ - Field Day
May 15™ - Volunteer Luncheon
May 19™ - 5™ Grade Math Retest
May 215" - 5™ Grade Social Studies Benchmark
May 22" - Field Day - Rain Date
May 25™ - Memorial Day Holiday
May 26™ - PTA Meeting - 6:30 - 5™ Grade Graduation
May 29™ - 5™ Grade Event @ UH Wellness Center
June 3™ - Last Day of School For Students - Early Dismissal 11:30
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Fourth Grade Writing

Mrs. Pico’s students:

That Day by Stephanie Moscoso

It was a fine summer day. We were at the beach with my family. We were making a sandcastle
with shells, flags and sand. Then my dad said, “It's almost coming.”

“What's coming?” | asked.

“That day!” shouted my mom. Then | remembered what she meant. Or did 1???

“Let's go home now. I'm starting to get sunburn!” my grouchy sister shouted.

“All right, come on, help us clean up before we go.” shouted my Dad

When we got home, we ate pepperoni pizza, and for dessert ice cream! The next day we went
shopping at the mall. We bought clothes only for me that day. Only one more day until that day! After
we went shopping, my parents left me at home with my sister. | didn’t know why, but | thought
something good would happen.

The next morning, that day was this day. My parents woke me up and gave me a giant present!
Was it Christmas? Hanukah?

Inside my giant present were 2 things | needed to go to the place. | have always wanted to go to
this place to meet this famous person! When we got there, it was so loud in there. This explains
everything!

That day was my birthday. The two things were a VIP backstage pass and tickets to Hannah
Montana’s concert! This was that day!

Mi Amigo por Alan Vergara

Un dia cuando entramos a la clase, yo vi a un nifio Nuevo. Cuando fuimos al recreo, jugamos
con él. El nifio se llamaba Ricardo. Cuando nos ibamos a la casa, se bajé en la parada de nuestros
apartamentos. Jonathan y yo estuvimos felices porque pudiéramos jugar con Ricardo.

Después pasaron unas semanas y Ricardo se tuvo que mover de la clase, porque él estuvo en
la clase de inglés en la otra escuela. Se cambi6 de clase, y me senti triste porque él era mi amigo. Lo
gue me recordé era que podiamos salir en mis apartamentos y también podiamos jugar en el recreo.

El dia de mi cumpleafios por Xenia Aparicio

Mi cumpleanos es el 30 de abril. El afio pasado, el 29 de abril, mi mama me dijo que me iba a
hacer mi cumpleafios el siguiente dia. Comenzamos a hacer las invitaciones de cumpleafios y a
comprar todas las cosas para mi fiesta.

Después era el 30 de abril. jEra mi cumplearos! Ya eran las 5:00 PM. Comenzaron a venir los
invitados. Trajeron el trampolin. Era la primera vez que me rentaron un trampolin. Todos comenzaron a
brincar. Nos pasamos a comer pastel. Cuando terminamos, comimos carne asada. Después
esperamos que nos bajara la comida para ir a brincar en el trampolin.

Luego bailamos reguetdn y bachata. Después, al rato se fueron los invitados. Luego me fui a
dormir solita a las 11:00 PM, porque iba a ir a la escuela. Yo me sentia muy orgullosa porque me
hicieron el cumpleafios muy elegante.

Mrs. Huff's class —

Responses to Quotes:

Reanna Bland: “As the sun illuminates the moon and the stars, so let us illuminate one another,” | think
this quote means to make others shine. Let them be happy about themselves. Be there for all of the
stars that need to shine.
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Book Reviews

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 3, by Jeff Kinney, is about a boy named Greg Heefly. His family is tired of him
being wimpy and lazy, so his dad thinks it is best if he goes to military school. Greg comes up with an
idea to impress his dad by joining the Boy Scouts. He hates it though. If you want to know what
happens to him, read Diary of a Wimpy Kid 3. If you like to read about kids who are sneaky and try to
get away with things, then this book is for you.

Written by: lan Sanchez

A Taste of Blackberries, by Doris Buchanan, is based on a kid named Jamie and the author. These
two kids are best friends. The author is serious and doesn’'t want to get into trouble. On the other hand
Jamie likes to play around and do tricks on everybody. You never know when he is telling the truth,
until one day a treacherous thing happens to Jamie while picking Japanese beetles off of their teacher’s
bushes. The author is heartbroken and doesn’t eat for days. Read to find out what happens to Jamie
in this touching and heartbreaking story.

Written by: Layton Gust

Monster Hunters, by Dean Lorey and Brandon Dorman, is a fast-paced, action packed, straight-forward
thrill ride. This book is about a kid named Charlie, who can’t control his nightmares. He needs to go to
Nightmare Academy where he will learn to control his nightmares, but the problem is that he keeps
creating monsters with his dreams. Will they stop them? Read this book to find out.

Written by: Ben Froehlich

Pictures of Hollis Woods, by Patricia Reilly Giff, is about an orphan girl named, Hollis Woods. Hollis
has been in so many different foster homes she can’t remember all of them.

Hollis never stays in one place for long. She will wake up one day, decide to leave, and run away.
Sometimes it takes days for social services to find her. Hollis is placed with Jose, an elderly artist, and
she finally feels at home, but Josie is losing her memory. [f social services finds out they will send her
to a nursing home and Hollis to a new foster home. Hollis won't let that happen. To find out if they get
separated, reading this touching and inspirational story.

Written by: Audrey Finck

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life, by Wendy Mass, is an action packed mystery, waiting for you to
pick up! This book is about Jeremy Fink and his best friend Lizzy, who go on a mission before his 13"
birthday, to find 4 keys that open a special box left to him by his dad, who was Kkilled. It's a nerve
wrenching journey for Jeremy, but it brings he and Lizzy’s friendship closer and they learn a lot about
themselves and others. To see what all happens, you'll have to read the book. | love this book,
because every chapter takes you to a new chapter in his life.

Written by: Lauren Coerver

Voyage of the Dawn Teader, by C. S. Lewis, takes you back again to Lucy and Edmund who go to back
Narnia with their cousin, by falling through a painting of a ship on the open water at their cousin’s
house. They land in the water and see a ship just like in the painting. One of the men on the ship sees
them and tells another man to reel them in. The man who gave the order turned out to be Prince
Caspian, there long lost friend from Narnia. They go on this wonderful fantastic voyage to wake the
Seven Lords. | love fantasy, and this book takes you on a trip you will never forget.

Written by: Aidan Farmayan
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Wisdom from Fourth Graders in Miss Kleinhenz's Class

“You are unique, and if that is not fulfilled, then something wonderful hs been lost.”

Martha Graham, dancer and choreographer

I think this quote means if everybody is the same and does exactly what that person does, then life will
be boring, but if everyone has their own way of doing things, they can explore, learn, and feel special
about what they do. If you draw and everybody draws the same, everything will look plain, but if you
put a little design in it, that little design can tell a lot about you. Melanie Shaw-Coronado

“Make it a great day or not—the choice is yours.”

Valley Oaks Creed

Martin Luther King, Jr. made it a better day for the Black people and himself even if some of the white
people disagreed with him. He still gave his speech knowing somebody was out there that wanted to kill
him. He wanted everybody to have equal rights and be respected in their own special way because3
Black people could not drink from the same water fountain as the white people and the Black people
couldn’t use the same bathroom as them either. So, people were mad at the government for making that
law. Elizabeth Bik

“What you give of yourself is priceless.”
Oprah Winfrey
I think it means that being nice is better than giving toys. Tate Barnhill

“Treat all people with dignity and respect.”

John Wooten, basketball coach

I connect this quote to our class rule, “Treat others the way you want to be treated.” It is like if you treat
someone really badly and another day, you will find that same person talking bad about you. That’s why
| say treat people so they will be respectful to you. I also connect this to cause and effect. It is like when
you bully someone. That’s the cause. The effect is the pay-back. Jose Garcia

John Wooten is right because when you play basketball, you have to be respectful to others in the game.
You have to pass to everyone and you are showing lots of respect and dignity. If you lose the game, just
tell the other people nice things and they will tell you that you are a winner because you showed them
some respect, too. In the end, you will be friends, or shake hands and both of you guys are going to be
winners because both of you showed lots of RESPECT! Omar Olivares

“What you give of yourself is priceless.”

Oprah Winfrey

This means that when you give your help or service, like unclogging a soda machine and giving the
stuck Coke to the lifeguard, it is so valuable, it could have a price on it. Giving of yourself is not giving
stuff, but giving a kind or caring action, like apologizing or making a difference in the way you act
towards others. Fischer Nordin
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SUN MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT
1 2
Run for the
Arts
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8:30 Kindergarten
Field Day
Book Fair — Buy One Get One Free
Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
6:30 PTA Board 2" Math Volunteer
Meeting — MPR Benchmark Luncheon
3" Writing Summer
Benchmark Staff/Teacher
Birthday Lunch
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
3" Field Trip
2" Reading 5" Social Studies | 3" Science
Benchmark Benchmark Benchmark
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
HOLIDAY
6:30 PTA General | 2™ Science 5" Grade Event
Mtg & 5" Grade Benchmark
Program
31 June 1 June 2 June 3 June 4 June 5 June 6
Early Dismissal -
Last day of
School!
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