September, 2009

Eagle Eye

Highlights:

Valley Oaks Elementary — Where Eagles Learn to Soar

Dear Parents,

Gifted/Talented

Join the PTA
Original Works of Art
Scholarly Scoop

It was wonderful to see all of the
returning and new faces at our
“Back to School Fair.” We have
such a wonderful community with
a rich tradition of success. | am
looking forward to another great
school year at Valley Oaks!

Welcome back to school. We are
all excited about providing you
with an “exemplary” experience at
Valley Oaks. | would like to
remind everyone to make sure you
go to our school website and sign
up to be a volunteer. Anyone who
wishes to help in the classroom
with parties, copying, chaperoning

field trips, etc, must register online -Mr. Henry
to become a volunteer.
Gary Henry
Principal

PTA Press

Welcome back to all of our
returning VOE families. And,
welcome to all of our new
families joining us this year. |
hope you all had a wonderful and
relaxing summer. | am excited to
get back to school and begin my
duties as your new PTA
president. Included in this issue
of the Eagle Eye is a calendar of
events for the 2009 — 2010
school year as well as a PTA
roster. We do still have a few
board positions available. If any
of these positions interest you or
if you want to get involved in
another area, please contact me
and | will point you in the right
direction.

Our Back to School Fair was a
huge success. | want to extend
a sincere thank you to Amy
Bridges, Angie McGinnis and the
many volunteers who make that
event run so smoothly. If you
were unable to attend and
purchase your spirit gear, please
look for upcoming opportunities

to do so. The clothing items look
great, thanks to Cathy Finck.

Future editions of this newsletter
will be posted to the PTA
website,
www.valleyoakspta.com. We
hope you will take the time to
read the newsletter each month
so that you can stay well
informed about all the things that
are happening at our school. If
you prefer a hard copy, several
copies will be placed on the PTA
table in the hallway adjacent to
the school office. Amy Brast is
the returning editor and Sandy
Skrehot will once again handle
the distribution. Oliva Morales is
doing the translation for our
Spanish readers. Thanks to all
these ladies for their hard work.

Our first PTA Board meeting will
be on Tuesday, September 8" at
6:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose
Room adjacent to the school
office. Everyone is welcome
and encouraged to attend board

meetings. Attendance at board
meetings is good way to learn
more about things going on at
our school. Our first general
PTA meeting will be held on
Tuesday, September 22™ in the
cafeteria, immediately preceding
Open House.

Lastly, | want to thank Mr. Henry,
the teachers and staff for their
hard work. As many of you
know, our school was awarded
the designation of “exemplary”
for the academic year of 2008 -
2009. This designation is a long
sought after accomplishment that
is attributable to our hard
working students and the efforts
of Mr. Henry and his staff. Well
done!

Ginny Langenkamp
PTA President



http://www.valleyoakspta.com/

Turning Your Child’s Artwork Into Professionally-Made Products

Be on the lookout for important information regarding the Original Works of
Art fundraiser that will be in your child’s folder in October.

Over the next month your child will busily work in art class to prepare
artwork for this unique fundraiser. Don’t miss this opportunity to preserve
your child’s work and support VOE. OWA items also make terrific gifts for
the holidays!

For more information, please contact Kim Graham or Tracey Tomaro-
McCall at originalworksofart@valleyoaks.com

Available PTA Board Positions

Quilt Blocks

Art “Mom” Coordinator — This is a program designed to introduce to our
children some of the great artists of our time. Volunteers choose an artist
from the list and visit a classroom to tell about the artist's work and life.
The children truly enjoy this.

Building Blocks — This is a program designed to provide extra funds to
the teachers and grade levels to purchase items for the class that are not
included in the schools budget. Any funds left over at the end of the year

will move up to the next grade level with that particular class.

See page 5
to Join the PTA _ L : :
Reflections — This is a program that presents the children with a theme,
and the children then interpret that theme through various forms of art
including dance choreography, file production, literature, musical
composition, photography and visual arts. This year's theme is
“‘Beauty is . . . .” The winners are sent on to district and then hopefully
state and national.

Student Council — The Student Council consists of elected
representatives from the 5™ grade classes. (and sometimes 3™ and/or 4™
grade, too) A teacher and parent(s) assist in the running of this program.




Scholarly Scoop

Pre-Kindergarten

Prekindergarten is of f to a great
start this year! We are working on
getting to know each other, our new
school and classroom routines. We are
having FUN playing with our new
friends and all of the fun things in our
classroom! Did you know we have the
MOST class pets in the whole school?
We love our rooms and our teachers
and all our new friends, and can't wait
to see what September brings!

Kindergarten

Kindergarten "Eaglets" are busy
learning their classroom routines and
finding their way around Valley Oaks.
On the first day of school, many
classrooms toured the campus
searching for the mischievous "Bono",
a monkey who needs many reminders
about the rules! Our kindergarten
team is proud to welcome Lauren Evans
to the PK/K wing. She is located in the
"Western" room, number 46. We were
all so pleased with our supportive
parents who came to "Meet the
Teacher”, brought school supplies, and
signed up to volunteer. We are busy
introducing literacy centers, assessing
skills, learning to sort by attributes,
and making new friends. In September
we will celebrate the USA by singing
patriotic songs, learning about
American symbols, and making an
edible flag. We hope to see you at
Open House to share all that we are
learning.

Fabulous First Grade!

We have our new clothes, new
backpacks and new school supplies!
We are ready for a new year! And it
has been a great beginning for our
fabulous first graders! We started
our year by getting to know each other
with games and energizers! We have
learned the rules and the reasons for
them. We have practiced recess
safety and mannerly behavior in the
cafeterial We are ready!

In language arts we are learning
to make connections in our reading. We
make connhections from the text to
ourselves, another text, and to the
world! This reading strategy will help
us become better readers!

In writing we are learning what a
sentence is, and how to make one
correctly. From there we will be

learning how to topic write.

In math we are practicing writing
and comparing numbers. We will be
skip counting and working on addition
sentences.

How great it was to meet all our
parents at the Meet the Teacher
event! We look forward to seeing you
again at the Open House!

Second Grade

Our second grade teachers look
forward to a great year and getting to
know you and your children.

Third Grade

The Third Grade Team wants to
say warmly welcome all of our new
third graders and their families, we
have a fantastic year ahead of us!

In MATH we are focusing on
developing problem solving strategies
and skills as well as place value
concepts.

In LANGUAGE ARTS we are making
connections in our own lives to what we
read about in books, identifying story
elements, and generating ideas as
writers.

In SCIENCE we are learning how to be
safe and use the scientific method
when conducting investigations while in
SOCIAL STUDIES we are starting our
geography unit.

Third grade students are also
learning routines, procedures, and how
interact with others in a positive way!

Fourth Grade

Fourth grade presents a year of
challenges that afford magnificent
growth. Not only do students develop
academically, but they develop socially
and emotionally.

In social studies, students learn
about Texas from its early beginnings,
through battles and independence, to
growth and development of modern
times. The highlight of the three field
trips taken each year is a visit to
Washington-on-the-Brazos, an
interactive historical farm and
museum.

Science offers opportunities for
active participation with materials
that develop student thinking about
the physical world. Math introduces
students to multi-digit multiplication,
long division, equivalent fractions,
volume, and more, Students learn

problem solving strategies that they
can use in the real world for any
situation.

In preparation for the Writing
TAKS, students learn writing
techniques and how to independently
convey images and emotions along with
a message. Reading incorporates read-
aloud, small group, and independent
instruction that build comprehension,
confidence, and fluency. Reading
selections also serve as models and
springboards for discussion about
relationships and social issues.

Other community building
strategies include community circle,
and daily inspirational quotes. We hold
high expectations for all students and
are dedicate to making sure that each
child grows confidently and
successfully to his/her greatest
potential.

Fifth Grade

Welcome back to school, Fifth
Graders, Families and Friends! We
have an exciting and very busy year
ahead of us as we prepare for middle
school.

The Fifth 6rade Teaching Team
this year includes Patrice Duronslet,
Elizabeth Farrell, Marcia Looper and
Nicole Vasek. Together, we bring a
total of 60 years of teaching
experience to the classroom.

We are so excited to embark on
this important year. Active
communication between teachers and
parents is of the utmost priority for
us. We encourage you to contact us at
any time (email is best!) if you have
any questions, concerns or
celebrations to share. Our collective
door is always open.

We're opening the year in
Language Arts by setting up our
Writer's Workshop, as well as
establishing routines of Book Club and
Literacy Groups. In Social Studies,
students will begin to explore the
basics of geography, including the use
of map skills and related tools. We'll
also explore scientific processes,
tools, methods and safety procedures.
In Math, we'll review whole number
concepts including place value,
rounding and estimating, and
measurement.

“Determine never
to beidle. It is
wonderful how
much may be done
if we are always
doing."

Thomas Jefferson
Third U.S.
President

“A child spells
LOVE...
T-1-M-E”

Zig Ziglar




2009-2010 Gifted and Talented Elementary Screening Parent Information

It is currently that time of the school year when the gifted/talented screening process for
elementary students in Spring Branch ISD begins. Both parents and staff members may
recommend students for referral to the G/T screening process. This assessment process is not
designed for all students. It is solely for students who are currently exhibiting a preponderance of
characteristics of giftedness at home and/or in school. Gifted/talented referrals for assessment are
typically made for students who exhibit superior abilities in the areas of reasoning and problem-
solving skills and who perform at a significantly advanced grade level in content area subjects.

Referrals for G/T assessment are currently being accepted. Parents will be receiving a flyer later
this month in the Friday folders announcing information regarding a parent G/T awareness
meeting on October 6, 2009 that will provide information regarding the elementary G/T program
and screening process. This G/T Community Awareness Meeting will be held on Tuesday,
October 6, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the board room of the SBISD Administration Building a 955
Campbell Road. If you are unable to attend this meeting, you may still obtain a parent referral
form from the VOE school counselor, Ms. Doudican or from the VOE office. All parent referral
forms for G/T assessment must be thoroughly completed and returned to Ms. Doudican by 3:00
p.m. on Friday, October 16, 2009. No referrals will be accepted after that date.

Please give serious consideration before referring your child for G/T assessment. It is a very time-
consuming process and the tests are quite lengthy and rigorous for young children. Please be
mindful that this process is designed to assess children who are currently exhibiting the
characteristics of giftedness and who are truly in need of a special educational academic program.
The tests utilized in this process measuring the student’s cognitive abilities, not their achievement
levels. These tests do not yield scores which indicate reading or math levels. G/T referrals should
not be made if your primary interest is to understand your child’s current academic
levels/performance in specific subject areas. That information is available through your child’s
classroom teacher and/or the campus instructional specialists.

The G/T screening process will be completed in various stages throughout the fall and spring
semesters. Kindergarten students who are identified for entrance into the G/T program will begin
receiving services on March 1, 2010. Parents of students in grades 1-5 who are accepted into
the G/T program will be notified during the month of April, 2010. The Primary Gifted Program and
SPIRAL services for newly-identified students in grades 1-5 will begin in August, 2010.

You may obtain additional information regarding the SBISD Gifted/Talented Program and the
screening process by accessing the Advanced Academic Studies section of the SBISD website at
www.springbranchisd.com/instruc/adac/adac.htm.

Please contact Ms. Doudican, Valley Oaks school counselor, at (713) 251-7500 if you need
further information regarding the G/T screening process or to request a referral form.




It's Cool to Join the PTA Today!

Did you know that the dues from your PTA membership help add to the
income that is used to fund the following activities for our students: Art
Parents, Cultural Arts Programs, DARE Program, Field Trips, Fifth Grade
Activity, Grounds Improvement, Hospitality (teacher recognitions), Literacy
Programs, Odyssey of the Mind, Parent Education, RIF Distributions, Safety
Patrol, Sanitary Hand Wash, Shelter in Place Kits, Teacher Resources,
Teacher Scholarships and Visiting Authors? Becoming a member insures
your ability to have a voice in the activities that are sponsored by the PTA.
Also, your local membership connects you to the State and National PTAs
GKAOK ff2¢g @2dz aSYOSNAR hytfteég | O
information on parenting and education.

If you missed us at the Back to School Fair on Thursday, August 20™, please
join now! All you have to do fill out the below listed form, attach a check or
OFraK IyR 3IAGS AG G2 @&2dz2NJ OKAf RQA

If you have any questions, please contact Karin Donovan, Membership
Chair, @ karindonovan@hotmail.com. Thank you for supporting Valley Oaks
Elementary.

TEXAS PTA DAY
AT THE BALLPARK

See page 8 for
details

MEMBER DUES: INDIVIDUAL $7.00, COUPLE $12.00, LIFE MEMBER AWARD RECIPIENT $6.00

Make check payable to Valley Oaks PTA

Circle One:  Regular Member Faculty Member Community Member

|

1

1

1

. Last Name: First Name:
1

1

. Student

. Name(s): Grade(s): Teacher(s):
1

1

. Address: Zip:
1

i E-mail

i Address:

1

i Check One : Individual ($7.00) Couple ($12.00) Life Member Award Recipient ($6.00)
|

1

1

1



mailto:karindonovan@hotmail.com

PTA Board Members

Officers

Nam e

PTA Em ail

President

1stve

vP

Treasurer

Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Parliamentarian

Historian

Ginny Langenkamp
Dan McHByea
Tamara East

Laura Mullins
Tracey MccCall
Karin Donovan
Cathy Finck
Sharon Huff

president@valleyoakspta.com
first_vp@valleyoakspta.com
vp@valleyoakspta.com
treasurer@valleyoakspta.com
recording_secretary @valleyoakspta.com
corresponding_secretary @valleyoakspta.com
parliamentarian@valleyoakspta.com

historian@valleyoakspta.com

Com miittees

Chairperson(s)

PTA Em ail

Art “Mom” coordinator
Art Auction
Back to School Fair

Beautification
Book Fair

Box Tops
Building Blocks
CAT Liaison

Council Rep
Cultural Arts
Directory

Listings

Ad sales

Eagle Eye New sletter
Editor
Distribution
Translation

Family Supper

5" Grade Event
Food Drive
Food Services
Fundraising
Check Writing
Sally Foster

Hos pitality

New Parent Orientation
Jamboree

Confetti Eggs
Legislative Liaison
Long Range Planning
Lost & Found

Marquee

Membership

Odyssey of the Mind
Original Works of Art

Parent Education
Publicity
Reflections

RIF

Running for the Arts
Science Center
Shelter in Place

Spirit Merchandise
Student Council
Teacher Adventure Raffle
Teacher Resources
Visiting Authors

Book Sw ap

Volunteer Coordinator
Volunteers in School
Webmaster
E-communications

Y earbook

Open

Monica Rosenstein
Amy Bridges
Angie McGinnis
Virginia Tomlinson
Patti Bailey

Pat Walker

Lisa Alpe

Open

Amy Klam
Jennifer Denny
Joan Flynn

Tami Gust

Anne Shoemaker
Meg Humphrey

Joanne Armstrong

Amy Brast
Sandy Skrehot
Oliva Morales
Laura Dye
Mandy Kelvin
Roger Sw anson
Lisa Trammell
Staci Flemming

Susan McKeon

Karin Donovan
Shannon Whiting
Stephanie Post
Patti Bailey

Kristi Barnhill
Annette Altis
Manisha Patel
Joan Flynn

Josh Flynn

Cathy Finck

Edna Wilshusen
Leon Ramirez
Karin Donovan
Nina Rach

Kim Graham
Tracey MccCall
Open

Rebecca Keist
Open

Jenny Fett

Ruth Ann Kretchmer
Tami Casteel

Kim Graham

Gary Henry
Cathy Finck
Open

Lara Hollingsw orth
Beth Riley

Becky Lee

Sarah Sw aggerty
Tamara East
Ashley Zahn
Tyler Langenkamp
Carla Bradford
Missy Koops

Meg Humphrey

art_mom@valleyoakspta.com
art_auction@valleyoakspta.com
back_to__school@valleyoakspta.com
back_to_school@valleyoakspta.com
beautification@valleyoakspta.com
book_fair@valleyoakspta.com
book_fair@valleyoakspta.com
box_tops@valleyoakspta.com
building__blocks @valleyoakspta.com
cat_liaison@valleyoakspta.com
cat_liaison@valleyoakspta.com
council_rep@valleyoakspta.com

cultural_arts @valleyoakspta.com

listings @valleyoakspta.com
listings @valleyoakspta.com

ad_sales@valleyoakspta.com

editor@valleyoakspta.com
distribution@valleyoakspta.com
translation@valleyoakspta.com
family_supper@valleyoakspta.com
family_supper@valleyoakspta.com
family_supper@valleyoakspta.com
5th_grade_event@valleyoakspta.com
food_drive@valleyoakspta.com

food_services @valleyoakspta.com

check_w riting@valleyoakspta.com
sally_foster@valleyoakspta.com
sally_foster@valleyoakspta.com
hospitality @valleyoakspta.com
hospitality @valleyoakspta.com

new __parents @valleyoakspta.com
jamboree@valleyoakspta.com
confetti_eggs @valleyoakspta.com
leg_liaison@valleyoakspta.com
long_range_ planning@valleyoakspta.com
lost_found@valleyoakspta.com
marquee@valleyoakspta.com
membership@valleyoakspta.com
odyssey@valleyoakspta.com

art_w orks @valleyoakspta.com
art_w orks @valleyoakspta.com
parent_ed@valleyoakspta.com
publicity @valleyoakspta.com
reflections @valleyoakspta.com
rif@valleyoakspta.com
rif@valleyoakspta.com

running__arts @valleyoakspta.com
science_center@valleyoakspta.com
shelter@valleyoakspta.com
spirit_tee@valleyoakspta.com
student_council@valleyoakspta.com
teacher_adventures @valleyoakspta.com
teacher_resources@valleyoakspta.com
visiting_authors @valleyoakspta.com
book_sw ap@valleyoakspta.com
vol__coordinator @valleyoakspta.com

vol_i

_school@valleyoakspta.com

w ebmaster@valleyoakspta.com
communications @valleyoakspta.com
yearbook@valleyoakspta.com

yearbook@valleyoakspta.com




Valley Oaks Elementary
Events Calendar
2009 - 2010

August
20 Back to School Fair 4:00 - 6:00
20 Meet the Teacher 4:30 - 5:30
21 Teacher Welcome Breakfast--8:00
21 New Parent Orientation 9:30
24  Eagle Eye Deadline
24 First Day of School

September
7  Holiday - Labor Day
8  Sally Foster Fundraiser kick-off
8 PTA Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
18 RIF Distribution
21 Eagle Eye Deadline
22 General PTA Meeting - 6:00 p.m.

22  Open House/Curriculum Coffee - 6:45

22 Sally Foster sales end
25 Patriotic Sing a Long

October
6 Individual Pictures
12 Holiday

13 PTA Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

16 Fall Teacher/Staff Birthday Lunch
16 Family Supper/Original Works of Art
19 Eagle Eye Deadline

November
2-6 Food Drive
10 PTA Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
19 Group Pictures
19 Hospitality--Pie Delivery
23 Eagle Eye Deadline
25-27 Thanksgiving Holidays

December
4  RIF Distribution
11 Winter Teacher/Staff Holiday Lunch
9-11 Book Fair

15 PTA General Meeting - Winter Program

18 Early Dismissal
21-31 Winter Holidays

1,4

5
12

18
18
29
22

22
15

3-5
9
11

8/11/2009

January

Student Holiday

School Starts Again

RIF Reading Olympics Challenge begins
PTA Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Family Science Night

Eagle Eye Deadline

Student Holiday

RIF Reading Olympics Closing Ceremonies
Winter Teacher/Staff Birthday Lunch

February

RIF Reading Challenge Ice Cream Lunch
PTA Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Eagle Eye Deadline

Holiday

March

TAKS Testing

General PTA Meeting-Health Fitness Prog.
Spring Pictures

15-19 Spring Break

29

2
13
16
16
26
24

Eagle Eye Deadline

April

Holiday

PTA Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

RIF Distribution

Spring Teacher/Staff Birthday Lunch
Eagle Eye Deadline

Jamboree/Art Auction

27-30 TAKS Testing

5-7
11
14
18
31
25

May

Running for the Arts

BOGO Book Fair

PTA Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Summer Teacher/Staff Birthday Lunch
TAKS ReTest - 5th Grade

Student Holiday

PTA General Meeting - 5th Grade Program

June
5th Grade Event
Last Day of School; Early Dismissal




