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Valley Oaks Elementary  Where Eagle s Learn to Soar  

Dear  Parents,  
    
As  we  continue  to  focus  on  positive  
character  traits  for  all  students,  I  
encourage  you  to  reinforce  this  at  
home.    Everything  we  do,  say  and  how  
we  react  to  things  has  a  direct  impact  on  
our  children.    One  of  the  district  goals  
and  campus  goals  is  to  focus  on  ethics  
and  character  building.    We  are  
fortunate  this  year,  with  financial  
assistance  from  our  generous  PTA,  to  
send  a  few  teachers  and  parents  to  a  one  
day  workshop  with  Jim  Fay.    Mr.  Fay  is  
well  known  in  the  education  community  

    This  
program  will  be  implemented district wide 
in  the  fall  of  2010.    We  are  very  

(%))"#%*&
&

+,-&+.%))&

&

/"$$%'&0"1)&&
!$%2%34".'&

8390 Westview 
Houston, TX  77055 

 
PHONE: 

(713) 251-7500 
 

FAX: 
(713) 365-4086 

 
PRINCIPAL 

GARY HENRY 
 

VICE PRINCIPAL 
MORELLA TAPIA 

 
PTA PRESIDENT 

GINNY LANGENKAMP 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 
 

AMY BRAST 
EDITOR 

 
SANDY SKREHOT 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

OLIVA MORALES 
TRANSLATION 

 
See us at: 

www.valleyoakspta.com 

fortunate  to  be  able  to  send  some  of  our  
folks  to  see  Mr.  Fay  in  person.    This  will  
give  us  a  chance  to  plan  our  

  
    
On  another  note,  Officer  Morales  from  
the  Memorial  Villages  Police  Department  
will  be  here  during  the  month  of  
December  to  teach  our  fifth  grades  the  
D.A.R.E.  (Drug  Awareness  Resistance  
Education)  program.    Our  students  
always  enjoy  the  program  and  will  learn  
strategies  to  avoid  the  use  of  drugs.      
    
I  wish  everyone  a  happy  and  safe  
Thanksgiving  holiday.    Thanks  to  
everyone  for  the  continued  support  of  
Valley  Oaks!  
  
-­‐Mr.  Henry,  Principal  
  

November  is  already  here.    We  have  had  
a  great  start  to  the  school  year  and  the  
PTA  has  been  busy.    Thanks  to  all  of  you  
who  sold  Sally  Foster  products  this  year.    
Based  on  early  reports,  it  appears  that  
Sally  Foster  has,  once  again,  been  a  great  
fundraiser  for  Valley  Oaks.    Thank  you  to  
Shannon  Whiting  and  Stephanie  Post  for  
organizing  this  campaign  and  to  all  the  
students  who  did  a  great  job  selling  this  
year.    

I  hope  you  all  were  able  to  come  
to  our  annual  Family  Supper.    We  enjoyed  
great  food,  fun  (and  loud)  music  and  
some  really  entertaining  dancing  thanks  
to  our  5th  grade  moms!    Thank  you  to  
Laura  Dye  and  Mandy  Kelvin,  and  all  of  
the  parents  who  volunteered  to  make  
Family  Supper  such  a  success.    I  also  want  

to  thank  Kim  Graham  and  Tracey  McCall  
for  their  hard  work  with  the  Original  
Works  of  Art  program,  and  Lara  
Hollingworth  for  organizing  the  Fall  Sign  
Up  parties  at  the  Family  Supper.    This  is  
the  first  time  we  have  had  the  sign  up  
parties  with  the  Family  Supper  and  I  know  
Lara  worked  hard  to  pull  it  all  together.      

I  hope  you  all  have  a  nice  
Thanksgiving  break.    Be  safe  and  come  
back  to  school  ready  for  an  action  packed  
December.    

Lastly,  our  next  PTA  Board  
meeting  will  be  Tuesday,  November  10th    
at  6:30  p.m.  in  the  Multipurpose  Room.    
Everyone  is  welcome.    I  hope  to  see  you  
there!  
  

Ginny  Langenkamp,  PTA  President  
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With Odyssey of the Mind  
 

SBISD  is  ready  to  fly  with  Odyssey  of  the  Mind.    Currently  19  schools  are  
participating  in  Odyssey  of  the  Mind  with  some  schools  having  only  one  team  
but  other  schools  have  5  teams.      Thanks  to  Odyssey  of  the  Mind  campus  
coordinators  for  working  hard  to  find  coaches  and  develop  teams  throughout  
the  district.      Odyssey  of  the  Mind  coaches  were  trained  at  Sharpstown  High  

  

Want  your  child  to  participate  in  this  creative,  problem-­‐solving  competition?      

amazed  at  the  talent  of  our  SBISD  students.      Contact  Iris  Story  for  more  
information  at  713-­‐690-­‐1108.       
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PTA Meeting 
November 10 

6:30pm 

The VOE Hospitality Committee's purpose is to demonstrate our appreciation 
throughout the year to our teachers and staff.  We want to thank all of our awesome 
volunteers who have helped to make our events this fall a success.  So far this year we 
have provided our wonderful teachers and staff with a back to school breakfast including 
some great homemade casseroles.  We have served our Fall Teacher lunches with 
yummy salads, fruit and dessert.  Lastly, we provided tons of cookies at our General PTA 
meeting/Open House.   We couldn't have pulled any of this off without all of you.   
 
Upcoming Hospitality Events: 

 Thursday, November 19th: Homemade pies for our teachers and staff 
 Friday, December 11th: Holiday Luncheon  (we will be requesting monetary 

donations and volunteers on the day of the luncheon) 
 Tuesday, December 15th: Refreshments for General PTA Meeting and 2ND 

GRADE HOLIDAY PROGRAM!! 
 More details about how you can help will be sent out soon. 

 
A Coffee Bar was started up last year by the Hospitality Committee and the teachers and 
staff love it.  This is not in our budget but we really want to keep it going.  We supply 
coffee, sugars, sweeteners, flavored syrups and creamers.  We will gladly accept any 
monetary donations towards the coffee bar.    
 
Remember to check out the Wish Book on the PTA table.  It will provide you with some 
great ideas for Holiday gifts for your children's teachers.   In December we will 
introduce " The Giving Tree!"  
 
Thank You,  
Patti Bailey and Kristi Barnhill 
Hospitality Chairs  
 

  
We STILL Need Your E-
mail Addresses!   Keep 
them coming! 
  
The Eagle Eye is 
distributed on-line through 
our wonderful VOE PTA 
website, 
www.valleyoakspta.com. 
The Valley Oaks PTA 
wants to make sure you 
are receiving the most up 
to date information 
possible about events at 
the school. If you have 
not received an e-mail 
from us recently about the 
Eagle Eye, Family 
Supper, or Sally Foster, 

correct address. You can 
add your address to the 
e-mail list by sending a 
quick e-mail to 
valleyoakselem-
pta@hotmail.com or 
lang_carla@hotmail.com. 
We look forward to 
communicating with you! 
 

http://www.valleyoakspta.com/
mailto:valleyoakselem-pta@hotmail.com
mailto:valleyoakselem-pta@hotmail.com
mailto:lang_carla@hotmail.com
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Kindergarten 
Kindergarten is sprouting as we end our unit on 

� śeed�V�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�O�D�Q�W�V���µ���D�Q�G���E�H�J�L�Q���R�X�U���M�R�X�U�Q�H�\���L�Q�W�R��our 
�V�W�X�G�\���R�I���´spook�W�D�F�X�O�D�U���V�S�L�G�H�U�V�µ�������6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O��
transform into arachnologist as they learn the different 
types of spiders, the parts of a spider, and the 
differences in spiders and insects.  You never know what 
your child might come home with in their backpacks.  
EEK!!   

As Thanksgiving gets closer we will travel back 
in time to visit the Pilgrims and Native Americans.  We 
will take a glimpse at how their homes were built and try 
to get a feel for the way life used to be.  We will make 
comparisons to see how much we should be thankful for.   

Speaking of thankful.  Since this is November 
the Kindergarten team would like to give many thanks to 
those who volunteered in and out of our classrooms, 
offered their time on our field trip, attended open 
house, and parent conferences.  Wow! We truly 
appreciate your support and involvement! Enjoy a 
wonderful holiday with your family!    
 
First Graders Go Wild!  

First grade enjoyed a day with the wild animals 
at the Houston Zoo!  There were so many fun sights to 
see!  Some of us were lucky enough to see an elephant 
take a bath! We also saw an elephant having a swim! It 
was quite a sight!  Thank you to all of our parents who 
helped chaperone!  We appreciate you! 
  Coming up in reading we will continue to create 
mental images to increase our comprehension! We will be 
creating mental images using idioms. Each class will learn 
about a different topic. Then we will have a Gallery 
Walk to see the work of each class! Come on by the 
first grade wing to check out our mental images. 
  In math we will continue to study our math 
facts and practice our problem solving! We are also 
learning how to compare and order numbers to 40. We 
are also building numbers to 40 with manipulatives. 
  In social studies we are beginning our America 
the Beautiful unit! We will learn about the symbols of 
America such as the flag, Liberty Bell, and the Statue 
of Liberty to name a few. We will also be learning about 
holidays in America and people that have made our 
country great!  At the end of our unit we will have our 
All American picnic complete with hot dogs and apple 
pies! Our first grade wing will be beautiful with our red, 
white, and blue windsocks flying!  See you then! 
 
Second Grade  
 Second grade is moving right along! This month 
in Science, you will find second graders learning about 
balance and motion.  We will be conducting different 
experiments to investigate and explore how things move 
and why certain objects remain stable or unstable.   
In Social Studies, students will learn about American 
heroes and their history.  They will focus on the 
characteristics of individualism, inventiveness, 
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citizenship, and respect for the common good.   
In Math, students will continue to enhance their 
problem solving skills.  We also will be focusing on the 
place value of whole numbers to 300, the value of a 
collection of coins up to $1.00, and two digit addition 
with regrouping.  In Writing, our young authors will 
focus on writing a friendly letter.  Students will read 
and hear read aloud models of friendly letters.  They 
will write their own letter to an intended audience while 
following the writing process.   Lastly, in Reading, 
students will compare fiction and non-fiction texts.  
They will be learning about the different features and 
forms of non-fiction texts and their purpose.  Students 
will be reading magazines, books, and newspapers while 
working on skills to comprehend their information. 
 
Upcoming events: 
Field Trip to the District Altharetta Yeargin Art 
Museum on November 13th.  
 
Third Grade  

This month, in Language Arts, third graders 
will learn to identify the main idea in both fiction and 
non fiction passages and use context clues to help them 
determine the meaning of unknown words.  We are also 
using personal memories as writing topics with the goal 
of taking a special memory through all the steps in the 
writing process.  

In Math third graders will learn how to round 
three digit numbers to the nearest ten and hundred and 
how to add and subtract triple digit numbers. 

November is the perfect time of year for our 
students to take a look at the basic function of 
government and how the election process works, which is 
the focus of our 2nd nine weeks Social Studies unit while 
in Science students are learning about physical science 
with a focus on matter and the properties of matter. 
 Third graders will end the month with a Field 
Trip to the Museum of Natural Science in Sugarland on 
November 23rd and by celebrating with a Thanksgiving 
Feast to be shared by all on Tuesday, November 24th.  
Stay tuned for details. 
 
Fourth Grade  
 If fourth graders are feeling a bit testy, 
�W�K�D�W�·�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\�·�U�H�����Z�H�O�O�«�D���E�L�W���W�H�V�W�\�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��
begins with the released Writing TAKS. Students will 
complete objective questions about grammar, spelling, 
and punctuation, as well as write a composition. This is a 
�´�W�H�V�W-�U�X�Q�µ���R�I���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���:�U�L�W�L�Q�J���7�$�.�6���Z�L�O�O���E�H���O�L�N�H���L�Q��
February. The week after the writing test, fourth 
graders take a district Social Studies assessment�³ a 
benchmark for their understanding of Texas history.  
 During class time this month, Social Studies 
lessons include a study of Native Americans before 
European explorers arrived and the European explorers 
that influenced Texas history. Science studies move 
from weather to weathering and erosion, soil, and 

November 19  
 

Group  
Pictures  

November 17  
 

Thanksgiving 
Lunch  
in the  

Cafeteria   
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natural resources. 
 Math lessons continue to support learning multi-digit multiplication and long 
division. Those many-step math problems take a while to master. Students also learn to 
calculate for missing information in a table or to extend the table using the mathematical 
rule for the pattern. Fractions make their debut and students begin familiarizing 
themselves with models of equivalent fractions.  
 Reading and writing go hand-in-hand as fourth graders begin reading non-fiction 
�D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�\�L�Q�J���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���I�R�U���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�����7�K�H�\�·�O�O���F�U�H�D�W�H���T�X�H�V�W�Lons using the 
subtitles, break the reading into manageable sections and stop to retell the information, or 
find key words that serve as clues to the main ideas. Writing sessions shift from personal 
narratives to essays and opinion papers that may generate discussion or even a bit of 
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�\�����,�W�·�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���I�R�X�U�W�K���J�U�D�G�H���Z�U�L�W�H�U�V���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���W�R���H�[�S�U�H�V�V���W�K�H�L�U��
�´�Y�R�L�F�H�µ���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���X�V�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���I�D�F�W�V���W�R��
�L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���R�Q�H�·�V���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���� 
 �´�7�H�V�W�L�Q�J�����7�H�V�W�L�Q�J�����,�V���W�K�L�V���W�K�L�Q�J���R�Q�"�µ�� 
 Most definitely! Fourth graders are on their marks to test their merits in the 
coming month. 
 
Teach your Fifth Grader to be a THINKER! 

Teachers and parents are trying to find appropriate ways to help students 
practice and master learning.  While there are many different opinions out there, teachers 
know it is essential to encourage self-awareness and they are trying to teach students self-
awareness, sense of conscience, imagination and willpower.  To develop healthy self-
awareness, we absolutely MUST teach our kids to be THINKERS and GOOD DECISION 
MAKERS! 
 Some kids prefer certain subjects over others, so we encourage you to help your 
child find the subjects he/she does enjoy and build upon them.  Enroll your child in after-
school classes, c�K�H�F�N���R�X�W���E�R�R�N�V�����D�Q�G���V�H�H���P�R�Y�L�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���W�R�S�L�F�������'�R�Q�·�W���O�H�W���V�F�K�R�R�O��
be your ch�L�O�G�·�V���R�Q�O�\���I�R�U�P���R�I���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������/�H�W���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���E�H���W�K�H�L�U���F�D�P�S�X�V�� 

There are many ways to help your fifth grader expand his/her mind.  However, the best 
approach may simply b�H���W�R���U�H�D�G�������5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���«���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���L�V���W�R���W�K�H���P�L�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���L�V���W�R���W�K�H��
body and is the foundation on which everything is built.  The following are twenty possible 
ways to sharpen the mind! 
 

1. Read a newspaper every day 
2. Subscribe to National Geographic 
3. Travel 
4. Plant a garden 
5. Observe wildlife 
6. Attend a lecture on an interesting topic 
7. Watch the Discovery Channel 
8. Visit a library 
9. Listen to the news 
10. Research your ancestors 
11. Write a story, poem, or song 
12. Play challenging board games 
13. Debate 
14. Play a game of chess 
15. Visit a museum 
16. Comment in class 
17. Attend a ballet, opera, or play 
18. Learn to play a musical instrument 
19. Have stimulating conversations with friends 
20. Solve crossword puzzles 

 
  
 

REMEMBER  THE  
BOOK  FAIR  IS  
COMING!    

  
DECEMBER  14-­‐16  
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The  year  has  started  off  with  a  
bang,  as  always,  in  the  VOE  
Library.    We  are  moving  over  500  
students  in  and  out  each  week,  
and  we  have  the  stacks  of  
returned  books  to  prove  it!    By  
now,  your  child  should  be  bringing  
books  back  and  forth  from  home  
to  school  on  a  weekly  basis,  with  
the  exception  of  PreK,  which  
begins  taking  home  books  in  
January.    We  have  started  our  
library  reading  incentive,  Book  It.    

just  turned  in  during  the  first  
week  in  November.    Look  for  
pizza  coupons  if  your  kiddo  
turned  in  a  completed  and  signed  
calendar.    November  Book  It  
calendars  went  home  on  October  
30  in  the  Friday  Folders.    If  you  are  
interested  in  volunteering  in  the  
library,  we  could  always  use  the  
help,  particularly  with  re-­‐shelving  
books.    Please  contact  the  
Librarian,  Becky  Lee,  for  more  
information  
(becky.lee@springbranchisd.com)  
The  Book  Fair  is  coming  up  in  
December,  our  Texas  Bluebonnet  
Award  reading  program  is  going  
strong  (3rd     5th

trying  to  keep  our  heads  above  
the  masses  of  books  that  go  in  
and  out  every  week.    Look  for  
some  new  technology  in  the  
coming  months,  as  well.    The  VOE  
Library  is  a  loud,  bustling,  busy  
place  with  room  for  everyone.    
Stop  in  and  say  hi  sometime  soon!    
Never  a  dull  moment  in  here!      
 

mailto:becky.lee@springbranchisd.com
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Holly  Wagner  applies  all  her  spelling  words  to  one  paragraph:  
I  was  shown  a  video  about  a  short  boy  who  was  watching  TV,  but  he  was  punished  but   ever  to  his  mom  so  
she  sent  him  to  go  march  up  stairs  and  read  a  chapter  of  his  book,  while  she  stayed  downstairs  in  the  kitchen  and  worried  about  his  
father  if  he  was  anywhere  bad  because  whenever  that  happens  something  horrible  happens.  
  
Sentences  to  show  elaboration:  (Who,  what,  when,  where,  and  why)  
  
By  Claire  Bingamon    
Yesterday  afternoon,  Joe  did  a  jump  and  a  back  flip  off  the  diving  board  and  broke  his  arm,  because  he  likes  to  miss  school.  
  
By  Elizabeth  Graff    
At  12:30  pm,  Susanna  screamed  in  the  ice-­‐cream  parlor  when  Zack  Effron  rode  in  on  his  tricycle  and  crashed  into  her.    
  
By  Blake  Lanford  
Bob  jumped  from  a  building  on  Saturday  night  at  12:30  am  because  he  wanted  to  die.  
  
By  Cooper  Mullins  
Little  elves  screamed  while  they  gave  someone  a  wedgie  at  3:00  in  the  junk  yard  because  they  wanted  revenge.  
  

  
written  after  reading  In  My  Family  by  Carmen  Lomas  Garza  
  
   Every  year  we  go  on  a  camping  trip  in  Arkansas  with  my  Grandparents.  Last  time,  we  drove  through  a  town  that  nearly  got  

They  have  the  juiciest  bacon!  When  we  got  to  the  campgrounds,  I  wanted  to  swim  so  badly.  But  I  had  to  wait  for  my  grandparents.  I  
waited  and  waited.  Finally,  my  grandparents  arrived.  We  took  a  short  cut  to  the  water  hole,  so  it  was  short.  We  went  fishing,  
swimming,  and  hiking.  We  always  go  up  the  road  to  this  pond,  and  year-­‐   freezing!   by  Anne  Albright  
  

more  than  one  of  each  color.  We  also  visited  an  old  building  where  a  photographer  lives.  I  heard  that  my  cousin  works  for  him.  We  
climbed  on  the  roof  of  the  six-­‐

lso  saw  the  
Empire  State  building  on  the  roof.  I  felt  really  excited  about  going  to  New  York  City.  There  were  a  lot  of  places  to  visit.      
by  Mark  Shoemaker  

  
When  I  traveled  to  New  York  City,  I  visited  the  Empire  State  Building,  but  my  favorite  place  I  toured  was  the  Intrepid.  The  

Intrepid  is  an  aircraft  carrier.  It  smelled  like  fish!  On  the  Intrepid,  there  are  loads  of  airplanes.  The  ship  was  huge.  I  thought  it  would  be  
o  

counting  all  the  decks  because  you  will  get  exhausted  and  hungry!   by  Markus  Aguayo  
  
One  Colorado  morning,  my  family  and  I  went  hiking  on  the  Red  Mountain.  Well,  what  do  you  know!    In  the  first  two  minutes  

we  lose  my  brother,  Merritt.  So,  the  whole  family  goes  looking  for  him.  Who  would  have  thought  I  was  going  to  fall  off  the  side  of  the  
mountain  and  find  him  hanging  onto  a  limb.  I  helped  him  up  and  we  started  our  voyage  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  where  my  mom  
was  looking  nervously  through  the  bushes  for  me  and  my  brother.  Well,  Merritt  and  I  were  halfway  up  the  mount

y  the  
same  time  I  did.  We  started  to  pick  up  speed.  Then  we  saw  our  mom.  We  were  so  relieved,  we  ran  to  her  with  tears  coming  out  of  our  
eyes.  We  were  finally  where  we  were  supposed  to  be.   by  Daniel  Chastain  
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Did  you  know  that  the  dues  from  your  PTA  membership  help  add  to  the  
income  that  is  used  to  fund  the  following  activities  for  our  students:  Art  
Parents,  Cultural  Arts  Programs,  DARE  Program,  Field  Trips,  Fifth  Grade  
Activity,  Grounds  Improvement,  Hospitality  (teacher  recognitions),  Literacy  
Programs,  Odyssey  of  the  Mind,  Parent  Education,  RIF  Distributions,  Safety  
Patrol,  Sanitary  Hand  Wash,  Shelter  in  Place  Kits,  Teacher  Resources,  
Teacher  Scholarships  and  Visiting  Authors?  Becoming  a  member  insures  
your  ability  to  have  a  voice  in  the  activities  that  are  sponsored  by  the  PTA.  
Also,  your  local  membership  connects  you  to  the  State  and  National  PTAs  
which  all
information  on  parenting  and  education.    
  
All  you  have  to  do  fill  out  the  below  listed  form,  attach  a  check  or  cash  and  

  
  
If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact  Karin  Donovan,  Membership  
Chair,  @  karindonovan@hotmail.com.  Thank  you  for  supporting  Valley  Oaks  
Elementary.  
  

  

< &

JOIN  
TODAY! 

MEMBER DUES:  INDIVIDUAL $7.00, COUPLE $12.00, LIFE MEMBER AWARD RECIPIENT $6.00 
Make check payable to Valley Oaks PTA  

 
Last Name:_________________________________  First Name:___________________ 
 
Student 
Name(s):________________________Grade(s):_______Teacher(s):____________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________ Zip:_________________________ 
 
E-mail 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check One  :_____Individual ($7.00) _____ Couple ($12.00) ____Life Member Award Recipient ($6.00) 
 
Circle One:  Regular Member  Faculty Member  Community Member  

mailto:karindonovan@hotmail.com
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SUNDAY   MONDAY   TUESDAY   WEDNESDA
Y  

THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY  

1   2   3  
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Thanksgiving Holidays 

Upcoming  Events  for  December:  
December  4  -­  RIF  Distribution  
December  14-­16  �±  Book  Fair  

December  15  �±  PTA  &  2nd  Grade  Holiday  Program  


