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Valley Oaks Elementary  Where Eagles Learn to Soar 

Dear  Parents,  
    

We  have  so  many  things  to  be  
thankful  for  and  proud  of  at  Valley  
Oaks.    At  a  recent  SBISD  School  Board  
meeting,  Valley  Oaks  was  recognized  
for  receiving  Gold  Performance  
Acknowledgements  in  Commended  
Math,  Writing,  and  Science  with  the  
2009  TAKS  results  from  the  Texas  
Education  Agency.      

Also,  the  Spring  Branch  
Education  Foundation  has  awarded  
Valley  Oaks  with  a  $5000  grant  to  
enable  us  to  provide  after  school  
tutoring  for  students  in  3rd,  4th,  and  
5th  grades.      
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Our  fifth  grade  choir  will  be  
perform   the  

    Also,  
not  to  miss  the  second  

grade  winter  performance  on  
Tuesday  the  15th  after  our  PTA  
meeting.    We  are  so  proud  of  our  
students  and  look  forward  to  
listening  to  their  wonderful  voices.    

  We  would  like  to  wish  
everyone  a  happy  and  safe  winter  
break.  
  
-­‐Mr.  Henry,  Principal  
  

Happy Holidays!  I hope you all 
had a relaxing and safe Thanksgiving 
break.  Thanks to all of you who 
attended our Parent Education 
seminar before the break on how to 
have a stress free holiday season.   
The workshop was fun and 
informative.  Please watch for details 
about additional Parent Education 
seminars coming in the spring.  

Although it seems too early to 
be thinking about PTA officer and 
board positions for next year, we have 
already appointed a Nominating 
Committee to assemble a slate of 
officers for the 2010  2011 school 
year.  You will have an opportunity to 
approve the members of the 
Nominating Committee at our General 
PTA Meeting on December 15th.  If 
you are interested in serving on the 

Executive Board or as a chairperson 
of a committee next year, please 
contact me at 
ginny@langenkamp.com 

Please join us for our last 
General PTA meeting of 2009 on 
December 15th at 6:30 p.m. in the 
school cafeteria.  Immediately 
following the meeting, our 2nd graders 
will perform a holiday program entitled 

see you there.   Our next Board 
meeting will be on January 12th at 6:30 
p.m. in the Multi purpose Room.  All 
PTA members are welcome! 

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  Have a festive and safe 
holiday break! 
!
"#$$%!&'$()$*'+,-!./0!.1)2#3)$4 !
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As the winter holidays are approaching, we would like to provide your 
family with the opportunity to share with some of our Valley Oaks 
families who are truly in need of our assistance at this time.  Some 
parents have been asking what they can do to help other families 
during the holidays. 
 
We have some families who have very limited financial resources for 
gifts, food and clothing for the upcoming holiday season.  We also have 
families who are in desperate need of food and other support due to 
illness, job loss or other serious life circumstances that have drastically 
affected their families in recent weeks or months. 
 
Gift cards or cash donations are ideal because they provide us with the 
opportunity to purchase specific items which these families are currently 
needing.    
 
Gift cards, in any denomination, to the following stores are the most 
useful at this time. 
 
   Target   Walgreens  
   Walmart   HEB 
   Barnes and Noble   
   Kroger   Costco 
       
 
If you would like to donate gift cards or provide a cash donation, please 
place your items in a sealed envelope and include your name inside.  If 
possible, it   would be helpful if you would include the store receipt for 
the gift cards.  Please address the envelope to Karen Doudican, VOE 
Counselor.  You may give these envelopes directly to Ms. Doudican or 
to one of our office staff.  The earlier we receive your donations, the 
quicker we can begin shopping for our families and notifying them that 
they will have some holiday assistance! 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Doudican at (713) 251-
7500. 
 
We wish all of you the most blessed of holiday seasons.  Thank you for 
all that you share with our Valley Oaks families.  We truly appreciate 
you! 
 

2009 Holiday Wish List for VOE Families 

PTA Meeting 
January 12 

6:30pm 
MPR 

!
We STILL Need Your E-
mail Addresses!   Keep 
them coming! 
 ��
The Eagle Eye is 
distributed on-line through 
our wonderful VOE PTA 
website, 
www.valleyoakspta.com. 
The Valley Oaks PTA 
wants to make sure you 
are receiving the most up 
to date information 
possible about events at 
the school. If you have 
not received an e-mail 
from us recently about the 
Eagle Eye, Family 
Supper, or Sally Foster, 

correct address. You can 
add your address to the 
e-mail list by sending a 
quick e-mail to 
valleyoakselem-
pta@hotmail.com or 
lang_carla@hotmail.com. 
We look forward to 
communicating with you! 
 

http://www.valleyoakspta.com/
mailto:valleyoakselem-pta@hotmail.com
mailto:valleyoakselem-pta@hotmail.com
mailto:lang_carla@hotmail.com
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Incoming 

Kindergarten 
Information 

Meeting 

December 15 
6:30pm 

Cafeteria 
 

PTA Meeting & 
2nd Grade 
Holiday 
Program  
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REMEMBER  THE  
BOOK  FAIR  IS  
COMING!    

  
DECEMBER  14-­‐16  

!

!
!

�9�2�(�¶�V�� 
1st Annual  
Book Swap  
is coming this Spring! 
 
 
We are looking for a few 
good volunteers to help us 
make this 1st Book Swap a 
HUGE success and fun for 
everyone. 
 
This is a great way to get 
involvedwithout an 
enormous time 
commitment! 
 
If you are interested, 
please contact Sarah 
Swagerty 
(sarah@worththeweight.com) 
or Becky Lee 
(Becky.Lee@springbranchisd.com) 
 

mailto:sarah@worththeweight.com
mailto:Becky.Lee@springbranchisd.com
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Students  understanding  Cause/Effect  
Jessica  Rodriguez-­‐   Because  you  overslept you  were  late  for  work       
                 Because  you  spend  too  much  money-­‐-­‐-­‐  you  go  broke  
               Because  you  watch  8  hours  of  television you  will  be  tired  and  your  eyes  will  turn  red  
Tristan  Salazar-­‐               Because  you  take  a  hot  bath-­‐-­‐-­‐  you  will  be  at  peace  
         Because  of  watching  too  much  television you  need  to  get  out  and  exercise  
Liz  Graff-­‐                                   Because  you  oversleep-­‐-­‐-­‐  you  get  extra  sleep  
         Because  you  are  not  able  to  pass  a  level-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐  you  get  frustrated  
Sean  Hill                Because  no  one  is  around-­‐-­‐-­‐  you  have  peace  
             Because  of  running  down  the  stairs-­‐-­‐-­‐  you  spill  your  milk  
David  Harrison              Because  the  Harrisons  win  the  lottery-­‐-­‐-­‐  they  become  wealthy  
         Because  David  played  in  the  snow  without  a  shirt-­‐-­‐-­‐  he  got  cold  
  

  
  
Claire  Binamon-­‐  Artichoke,  friends,  love  bug,  happiness  rings,  families,  plants,  dances,  dogs,  bees,  joy,    
A  &M,  flowers,  firewood,  Thanksgiving,  chocolate,  stars,  songs,  heart,  love  my  heart,  wedding,  pens,  presents,  hearts,  special  trips,  
food,  hugs,  anniversary,  people,  trees,  God,  candy  canes,  cars,  Texas,  Christmas,  penguins,  jewelry,  Valentines,  nails,  memories,  cards,  
hair,  snow,  vacation,  movies,  clothes,  rain,  eye  contact,  High  School  Music,    shows,  honey  moon,  Otto,  football,  little  sister,  smiles,  
kisses,  sports,  neighbors,  stuffed  animals,  dates,  art,  alone,  books,  love  is  all  you  need,  sunset,  colors,  cooks,  dinner,  music,  words,  
jobs,  lunch,  peace,  poems,  school,  meals,  bacon,  sunshine,  kindness,  fun,  night,  smell,  water,  touch  hands,  ice  cream,  roses.  
  
Quote  for  the  week  of  Nov.  9th    
Blake  Lanfo r  
you  know  it  is  going  to  hurt  someone.  
  
F�}�µ�Œ�š�Z���'�Œ�������Œ�•���]�v���D�]�•�•���<�o���]�v�Z���v�Ì�[�•�����o���•�•���Á�Œ�}�š���������}�µ�š�������•�‰�����]���o���‰���Œ�•�}�v���]�v���š�Z���]�Œ���o�]�À���•�Y�X.  
  
  

eally  nice  
to  me.  One  night,  we  had  a  sleep-­‐over,  and  we  ate  pizza.  Then,  of  course,  my  brother  throws  pizza  at  Kendell  and  me  with  two  of  his  
other  friends.  We  had  to  run  and  take  a  shower.  Then  the  worst  part  happened.  The  water  was  not  working!  So,  we  had  to  go  to  bed  

till  always  
-­‐over  in  over  a  year  or  so  because  

Kendell  is  always  busy.  So  am  I,  sadly,  but  I  know  we  will  be  best  friends  forever  and  ever.  I  can  just  tell.   By  Emerson  Corley  
  
   Believe  it  or  not,  everyone  has  a  special  person  like  I  do.  My  special  person  is  my  sister.  Her  name  is  Tabitha.  She  is  fourteen  
years  old,  and  she  is  crazy funny  crazy.  One  time,  she  had  leg  warmers  and  pretended  she  was  the  girl  on  Footloose.  She  is  also  a  

doing  work  in  
The  only  

thing  we  have  in  common  is  music.  The  music  we  like  is  Boom-­‐boom,-­‐pow!  Evenescence,  Black-­‐Eyed  Peas,  and  other  ones.  My  sister  is  
your  life,  

too.  It  could  be  anyone.    By  Tanya-­‐Marie  Madrid  
     
   My  mom  and  dad  are  really  special  for  me  because  they  both  make  me  born.  That  makes  me  feel  really  happy  because  now  I  
am  with  my  mom  and  dad.  My  mom  and  dad  take  me  to  a  field  trip  to  see  the  mountains  in  Colorado  on  2006.  They  are  so  awesome  
because  they  give  me  all  I  want.  My  dad  and  mom  play  with  me  at  any  game  that  I  want  to  play  with  them.  When  I  was  little,  my  mom  
and  dad  teach  me  to  read  and  write.  When  I  was  two  years  old,  I  was  going  to  school.  My  mom  and  dad  take  a  beach  ball  and  play  with  
it  in  a  park.  They  are  so  special,  and  I  love  them  so  much.   By  Sonya  Escobar  
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At  a  Halloween  party,  Mariah  and  I  were  the  only  ones  decorating  cookies.  It  was  really  messy  and  fun!  When  we  were  

so  slept  by  each  other  
and  watched  the  movie  together!  Mariah  and  I  jump  around  at  school  together  and  play.  We  always  have  so  much  fun  together.  
Mariah  makes  up  funny  jokes  and  then  we  both  laugh!  Do  you  know  what  makes  it  even  better?  She  sits  by  me  at  s

-­‐
  

   If  you  ask  me,  she  is  the  best  friend  a  girl  can  ever  wish  for.  Mariah  is  as  nice  and  sweet  as  a  box  of  chocolates.  When  we  play  
together,  it  makes  my  heart  race  like  Michael  Phelps  in  the  pool!  She  will  share  anything  with  you.  She  shares  friendship,  honesty,  and  

  
  

     I  have  her  as  a  best  friend  because  
  She  shuld  be  

in  Guinness  Book  of  World  Records  for  two  reasons Most  Creative  and  Most  ways  to  do  her  hair.  More  than  me,  for  sure!    
Mariah  always  has  a  joke  up  her  sleeve.  

sleeve.  I  read  it  and  it  was  so  funny,  I  almost  cried!  
She  has  the  best  handwriting  in  the  world,  and  she  
makes  really  funny  sounds.  Once,  I  thought  aliens  
were  taking  over  earth,  but  it  was  just  her.  She  has  
really  funny  faces  too,  and  those  make  my  eyes  
water.  She  claps  loud  as  an  elephant  when  they  
sneeze  (if  they  sneeze).    

both  have  o
special  as  stars!   By  Katherine  Coe  

  
  
  
  
  

 
  October-November 

   
eggs stuffed Points 

 
Pre-K Ms. Gillie     0 

  
Ms. Portice     0 

 
Kinder Ms. Evans 72   72 

  
Ms. Shawn     0 

  
Mrs. Smith     0 

  
Ms. Kerekgyarto 48   48 

  
Ms. Rubinsky     0 

 
Grade 1 Ms. Axton     0 

  
Ms. Amaya     0 

  
Ms. Howard     0 

  
Miss Coffman     0 

  
Ms. Hodge     0 

 
Grade 2 Ms. Rogers     0 

  
Ms. Rampersaud     0 

  
Ms. Kasischke     0 

  
Ms. Martinez     0 

  
Ms. Lehtinen     0 

 
Grade 3 Ms. Cernosek     0 

  
Ms. E thridge     0 

  
Ms. Ehlinger     0 

  
Ms. Yarbrough     0 

 
Grade 4 Ms. Kleinhenz     0 

  
Ms. Huff 66   66 

  
Ms. Hamrick 30 30 60 

  
Ms. Colvard 108 108 216 

  
Ms. Leuchen De Pico     0 

 
Grade 5 Ms. Looper 306 306 612 

  
Ms. Vasek 84   84 

  
Ms. F arrell     0 

  
Ms. Duronslet     0 

  
Totals 714 444 1158 

CONFETTI EGG UPDATE 
 
Thanks to everyone who has 
contributed Confetti Eggs so far! The 
count as of Dec. 1 is as follows: 
With all the holiday cooking coming 
up, please save those egg shells. 
April will be here before we know it. 
 
Reminders: 

 Please wash the inside of the 
egg shell before you place it 
back in the carton. 

 Unless you have a very small 
hole in the top, please use at 
least 2 separate sheets of 
tissue to stuff the hole so that 
the confetti does not spill out. 

 Stuffed eggshells count 

for your kids) 
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 VOE CHECK-WRITING CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER- 2010  

LOVE  YOUR  SCHOOL  
 

STARTING IN JANUARY, WE WILL KICK-­OFF OUR 3RD ANNUAL  
VOE CHECK-­WRITING CAMPAIGN. THIS IS OUR NON-­AUCTION YEAR,  

SO PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO OUR SCHOOL.  
DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!!!   

 
VE for VOE: 

  
1.  Read the information below and fill out the patron form, 
2.  Write a check to support activities, events and students a t VOE, and 
3.  Send the check (or cash) back to school with your child by Friday, February 12th . 
 
Extra Credit:  Check to see if your company has a matching program, and you can DOUBLE your contribution. 
 
Why do we have a check-writing campaign? 

�9 Different parents want to contribute to Valley Oaks in different ways. We need to give parents options about how to 
support VOE (selling items, giving time, writing a check, attending an auction). 

�9 We do not have an auction this year; therefore, this is a major fundraiser for spring 2010. 
�9 It benefits ALL students at VOE. 
�9 We can use an untapped resource to double the benefit: matching program with companies. 
�9 100% goes to school. 
�9 It costs NOTHING to implement.  
�9 Valley Oaks PTA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit organization. Gifts to the Valley Oaks PTA are deductible! 
�9 Parents, grandparents, faculty, alumni and friends of Valley Oaks are encouraged to participate. If they work for 

matching companies, that is twice as nice. 
�9 The district does not provide everything the students and teachers need. The PTA fills in HUGE gaps left by the 

district.   Examples of things bought in the past by the PTA: Laptops for each classroom, Leveled readers for 
Kindergarten, Ice Machine for the Teachers Lounge, More books for the library, Funding for teacher conference, 
Playground equipment, Park benches for the campus, Accessories for the Active Boards for 4th and 5th grade so 

 list goes on and on.  
�9 Examples of things we could purchase from wish lists: Accessories for Active boards for 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades so 

the tools can be used to their full potential, DVD/VCR Combination players, Funding for Field trips, an Outdoor 
Classroom,Classroom incubator and Brooder Kit, Additional books/audio books for the library...The list goes on and 
on.  

 

Although donations are accepted anytime, please send in your donation by February 12 th to be listed in printed materials.  
For more information please log-on to valleyoakspta.com, e-mail Karin Donovan (karindonvan@hotmail.com) or  
Carla Bradford (lang_carla@hotmail.com). 
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 �´LOVE  YOUR  SCHOOL�µ  

Valley Oaks Elementary  2010  Check-‐writing Campaign/Campaña 
 Patron Form  Forma del Patrono  

Please fill in the following information and return this form along with your tax-deductible contribution (payable to the Valley Oaks PTA) 
  

Llene por favor la siguiente  información y regresela con su contribución deducible de impuestos (pagable a Valley Oaks PTA) al 
maestro de su hijo/a ó a la oficina. 

 
Parent(s) Name(s)/Nombre de los Padres: ___________________________________________________________________  

or Company Name/O Nombre de la Compa–ia:  _______________________________________________________________  

Student(s) Name(s)/Nombre del estudiante(s): ________________________________________________________________   

Student(s) Grade(s)/Grado del estudiante(s):___________Student(s) Teacher(s)/Nombre del maestro(a):_______ 

Address/Direcci—n: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip/Ciudad/Estado/C—digo Postal: __________________________________________________________________  

Phone/TelŽfono: ________________________________________________________________________________________  

Email/Correo Electronico: _________________________________________________________________________________  

_______Yes, my name/company name may be listed in all printed materials, and I have written it the way I want it listed. 
  Si, mi nombre/nombre de mi compañía puede ser incluido en todo material que se imprima, y he escrito de la  
 manera que quiero que aparezca en la lista. 
_______I prefer to be an anonymous donor. Prefiero quedar como un donador anónimo. 

I would like to make a donation at the following gift level:   
Me gustaría hacer una donación del siguiente nivel:  

 _________________$1000   Patron  

 _________________$500   Patron  

 _________________$250  Patron  

 _________________$100   Patron  

 _________________$50   Patron  
 _________________$25   Patron                      
 _________________Other  (Please specify amount: $_________ - Any amount is greatly appreciated!)  
 _________________Otro  (Por favor especifique la cantidad: $_________ - ÁCualquier  cantidad sera muy apreciada!)   
 

My company,                                                             , has a Matching Gift Program. I will contact my company human resources 
department, so my company can DOUBLE my donation. 

My relationship to Valley Oaks Elementary/ Mi relación con Valley Oaks: 

 _________________Parent/ Padre de familia ____________ Alumni/Alumno  

 _________________Faculty/Staff  ____________ Grandparent/Abuelo (name of student:______________)  

 _________________Friend (name of student/ Amigo(nombre de estudiante:                                )  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Valley Oaks PTA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit organization. Donors may deduct contributions to the Valley Oaks PTA as provided 
in Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Service code. A receipt will be sent to you. 
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SUNDAY   MONDAY   TUESDAY   WEDNESDA
Y  

THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATUR
DAY  

      1  
  

2   3   4   5  

6   7   8  
  
  

9  
  
8:30-­‐12:30  
1st  Grade  
Interactive  
Field  Trip  

10  
  
Book  Fair  
Preview  
  
  

11  
  
1st-­‐5th    AD  
Players  
Presentation    

12  
  
5th  
Choir  
Festival  
in  the  
Heights  

13   14   15  
  
6:30pm  
PTA  Board  Mtg  
&  2nd  Grade  
Holiday  
Program  
  
5th  Grade  
Colonial  
Celebration  

16  
  
  

17  
  
5th  Grade  
Field  Trip  to  
George  Bush  
Library  
  
1:30  2nd  
Grade  
Biography  
Box  Parade  

18  
Winter  Sing-­‐
along  
8:15-­‐9:00:      
PK,1st  ,  2nd  
9:15-­‐10:00:  
3rd,  4th,  5th    
  
10:30  
Winter  Parties  
  
Early  Dismissal  at  
11:30  

19  

20   21   22   23   24   25   26  

27   28   29   30   31   1     

                    

"#$#%&#' !

())* !

 

Winter Break 

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS! 

Book Fair 

Winter Break 
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SUNDAY   MONDAY   TUESDAY   WEDNESDA
Y  

THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY  

               1   2  

3   4  
  

INSERVICE  

5  
  

SCHOOL  
RESUMES  

6   7  
  

8   9  

10   11   12  
6:30pm  
PTA  Board  Mtg  
  

13   14   15  
  

16  

17   18  
  
SCHOOL  
HOLIDAY  

19   20   21   22  
  

EAGLE  EYE  
DEADLINE  

23  

24   25   26   27   28   29   30  
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