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Dear Parents,

We have been very busy this year
with many different ventures. Valley Oaks
will continue to allow parents access to Art
after school, drama by The Main Street
Theatre, Spanish for students in grades
three thru five, and soon to come, chess for
students in grades one thru five. These

programs have proven to add a great deal of

enrichment for our children.

Our district graciously brought Matt
Glover and Stephanie Harvey, two very well
known reading specialists, to our campus
this past month to meet with our teachers
and provide them with some wonderful
strategies for teaching reading.

Two of our Valley Oaks teachers,
Brittany Kasischke and Sydnie Kleinhenz,
have been nominated for the HEB
“Excellence in Education” award. We wish
both of them great luck during this process.

PTA Press

Mrs. Kasischke and Ms. Kleinhenz join a
long list of Valley Oaks teachers who have
previously been nominated for this award.

This is the time of year where we are

beginning to prepare for next school year.
This is a reminder to all fifth grade parents if
you are interested in completing an
application for your child for Westchester
Academy or Cornerstone Academy, the
deadline for submitting applications is
February 12, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.

Also, in preparation for next year,
please tell any of your neighbors who may

possibly have children attending Valley Oaks

next year for the first time to please sign up
to join us on a tour of the school. Each

month | take new or prospective parents on a

tour of our fabulous campus. Spread the
news!!

Thank you,
-Mr. Henry, Principal

Hello and welcome back from the
holidays! To kick off the spring semester, the
PTA has launched its’ “Love Your School”
check writing campaign. Specifics about the
campaign can be found in this issue of the
Eagle Eye. Thank you to Karin Donovan for
making the check writing campaign such an
easy and successful fundraiser.

Your PTA was busy in December and
January. | want to take this opportunity to
acknowledge some hard working committee
chairmen. First, thanks to Patti Bailey for a
successful Book Fair. | think we can all agree
that the Book Fair is one of our students’
favorite events. Along with Kristi Barnhill,
Patti also chairs the Hospitality Committee
which provided our wonderful teachers with a
holiday lunch in December. In January, the
PTA provided lunch in honor of our teachers
who have winter birthdays. Thank you to our
Hospitality committee for organizing these
lunches. Lastly, thank you to our R.I.F. co-
chairs, Jenny Fett and Ruth Ann Kretschmer

for organizing our latest reading challenge.
Our volunteers make such a difference at our
school and the PTA truly could not function
without them.

In January, we announced that the
VOE PTA nominated Elizabeth Farrell for the
School Bell Award. Ms. Farrell, a 5" Grade
teacher here at Valley Oaks, was recognized
as our nominee at the annual PTA Founder’s
Day Dinner on February 2™, On behalf of the
PTA, | would like to congratulate Ms. Farrell
and thank her for her commitment to the
students at Valley Oaks.

February will be another busy month.
Please see articles in this issue of the Eagle
Eye about the Environmental Awareness
Contest and Odyssey of the Mind.

Our next Board meeting will be on
February 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the Multi-
purpose Room. All PTA members are
welcome, so please join us!

Ginny Langenkamp, PTA President



PTA Meeting
February 9
6:30pm
MPR

VOEO s

1*' Annual

Book Swap

Is coming this Spring!

We are looking for a few
good volunteers to help ug
make this $ Book Swap a
HUGE success and fun fo
everyone.

This is a great way to get
involvedwithout an
enormous time
commitment!

If you are interested,
please contact Sarah
Swagerty
(sarah@worththeweight.com
or Becly Lee
(Becky.Lee@springbranchisd.cpm

Odyssey of the Mind

Valley Oaks has two teams participating in Odyssey of the Mind this year,
both in Division 1 (grades 3-5):

Third-grade team, coached by Debra Hurwitz and Bruce Spain:
Jack Fett, Savannah Nordin, Sarah Pendergrass, Hatley Post, Jakob
Rasmussen, Eleanor Spain, Joshua Sucec.

Our third grade team is working on Problem 5, "Food Court.”

Fifth-grade team, coached by Teresa Kaldis and Nina Rach:
Elizabeth Bik, Carson Delarosa, Fatemeh Hashemi, Johnny Kaldis, Tad
Mizwa, Amanda Vecellio.

Our fifth grade team is working on Problem 1, "Nature Trail'R," the
NASA-sponsored vehicle problem.

We're working toward the Houston Area Region Odyssey (HARO)
tournament , which will take place at Paul Revere MS on Saturday, Feb.
27. This is our first level qualifier.

This year, there has been a HUGE turn-out for Odyssey. This is the
biggest Houston Area Region tournament in a while, with more than 150
teams registered from SBISD, HISD, and private schools in the Houston
area. It will be larger than many state tournaments (but then,
everything's bigger in Texas!)

The top six scoring teams in each of the five long-term problems will be
eligible to compete in the Texas State tournament , to be held at
Spring Woods HS, Saturday, April 17.

The tournaments are all open to the public, so if you want to see what
Odyssey is all about, please come and watch. Perhaps next year, we'll
have more VOE teams, including Primary division teams (K-2).

Leading up to the HARO tournament, our teams will be showcasing their
8-min. skits at Barnes & Noble Odyssey showcase at Town and
Country shopping center on Saturday, Feb. 13. The fifth grade team will
perform at 12:00 noon. The third-grade team will perform at 3:30 pm.
The store provides a good-sized area with chairs, and if you purchase
anything at B&N that day, a small portion is donated to the

SBISD Odyssey program . Come one, come all, and support our Valley
Oaks teams!



mailto:sarah@worththeweight.com
mailto:Becky.Lee@springbranchisd.com

Scholarly Scoop

Kindergarten

First of all we would like to thank all the
volunteers who helped us to have such as successful
Fairytale Feast this year. The students really enjoyed
eating like real Kings and Quee ns. Kindergarten in
February is going to be so much fun. Itis amazing to
believe but we will finally be reaching 100 ™ day, and
have planned a bunch of fun activities to celebrate. In
honor of the Rodeo and Go Texan day we will be starting
our Social Stu dies unit on Ranching in Texas. In Math we
will be working on numbers 10 -15 and starting basic
addition. Thanks to all that participated in RIF reading
challenge. All of the Kindergarten teachers were
amazed with how well the students have been doing on
th eir reading. Thanks for reading with them every
ni ght . We will also be
each class so be on the look out for information in the
Friday Folders.

hav

First Graders

First graders enjoyed their trip around the
world! They visited Scotland, Egypt, Australia, Italy,
and Greece! We had a great feast and world tour.

Our next place to travel will be Home Sweet
Home- Texas! We will learn what makes our state so
unique! We will learn about different cities, jobs,
landforms, and how Texans have fun! We will learn about
our favorite foods and even have a Chili Cook -off!
Learning about our state will be great!

Coming up in science we will investigate simple
machines such as the lever, pulley, wedge, screw,
inclined plane, and wheel and axle. We will hunt for ways
we use these at home and at school!

We will also be studying about Matter. What
makes matter and its 3 states - solids, liquids, and gases
will be our focus. We will have an Ice Cream Making
Party to show how solids can turn into  liquids.

In language arts we will continue to Determine
Importance in nonfiction texts. We will also be using our
questioning skills before, during, and after we read. We
will continue to consume texts so that we may be better
writers! We will learn to se t the stage for our reading
and be able to critique it as authentic writers.

Measuring will be our focus as we practice
measuring height and length and temperature. We will
also introduce fractions such as halves, thirds and
fourths. We continue to work on  problem solving and
math facts! Keep practicing those facts!

Second Grade

February is a busy month in second grade! In
math, the students will learn fractions, 3  -D shapes,
measurement, and time to the five minutes! We will also
continue our focus on pro blem solving and math facts.
Remember to practice math facts nightly!

We can6t forget about
students are learning how to make inferences using
fiction and non -fiction texts, find the main idea, and
summarize texts. Please remember to re ad for 20

minutes each night to help build fluency and
comprehension!

Respect, respect, respect! Please continue to
enforce the Valley Oaks expectations for behavior with
your student . Letds keep Ve
community!

We are learning about di fferent habitats in
science and all about geography in Social Studies. We
look forward to our upcoming field trip to the Blue Bell
factory in Brenham as a preview of our study of
Economics.

Happy Valentineds Day
Third Graders are working hard to é.

-increase our reading stamina, learn and use test taking
strategies, and read higher levels of text in READING.

-add
WRITE.

details to oexploded s

- learn to write in  CURSIVE.
-memorize multiplicati on 0fsg
and squares), learn division concepts, and improve our

problem solving skills in MATH.

- understand the needs of plants and how they grow in
SCIENCE.

- learn how small businesses work in SOCIAL STUDIES!

his hard
entine

However, we will be taking a break from all of t
work to celebrate Val
(details to follow). J

Fourth Grade

February, our shortest month, will be long on
learning in Fourth Grade! This month students hop
aboard our annual Writers?d
writing fl ourishes as students journey through these
specialized writing workshop lessons; ensuring that all
our amazing 4™ grade writers are armed with the tools,
strategies, and skills needed for the upcoming Writing
TAKS in March.

In reading we will be workingt o obtain a
deeper understanding of narrative texts through
character analysis, main ideas, both explicit and implied,
and themes.

We 61 | be putting parts
math to master fractions, mixed -numbers, and decimals
while working to independe ntly apply previously learned
concepts in problem solving situations.

Science and Social Studies will also prove to
be exciting this month. Students will investigate life -
cycles and adaptations of ¢
focus on the Texas revolution and trace the evolution of
Texas from colony, to republic, to state.

Wedre | ooking forward
to the Houston Museum of Fine Arts and our class
Vaenti ne6s Day parties on F

LOST & FOUND

Please
remember to
check for any
lost articles of

clothing. Lost &
Found is located
in the cafeteria
foyer. Any
unclaimed items
will be donated
to charity on
February 28.

Valentine’s
Parties!

February 12




Fifth Grade

Itds a new year fainfditla duasget i Wedve got
going on, but continue to work hard as we prepare for middle school.
5thGrade In social studies, weoO6re exploring the
Field Tri p Revolution. Fifth graders will study the viewpoints of promi nent Loyalists and Patriots and

will be hold lively panel discussions to decide whether or not they would support
independence from Britain or loyalty to the King.

In language arts we continue to enjoy the benefits of Book Club. We have found
that the de pth and authenticity that grows from quality literature directly impacts and
leads to powerful writing. It is our hope to teach students to use writing as the tool it is in
our culture; one for thinking, communicating, discovering, and doing. Book Club provides the
connections for students to use writing as an important tool in their literate lives.

Math finds us continuing to work with parts of a whole (fractions and decimals),
and exploring methods of measurement and conversions within those systems. We  will also
begin to identify essential attributes of geometric figures, including parallel, perpendicular
and congruent parts. I n science wedre begini
types of energy.

Finally, on February 25, fifth graders have a  fantastic opportunity to attend a
field trip downtown when we visit [Valley O:
the Harris County Criminal Court. Students will sit in on live court proceedings, as well as
visit the Juveni |lteeaiencetwih lundatthe $paghettidvarehouse!

Yours truly, Fifth Grade Teachers

February 25

YEARBOOK NEWS

We are finishing up the yearbook and need your help!

If you signed up at the BTS fair to help with the yearbook,

5" Grade please email Missy Koops at mkoops@comcast.net
BABY
PICTURES - We need your pictures.  Please email picturesto  Missy at
check out mkoops@comcast.net or meg at meghh@sbcglobal.net
yeafrgror?]I:) rrweews Plgase remember that we .need pictures qf all of the
information! children...when you take pictures, please include many

different children.

Please send 5th grade baby pictures to Meg at
meghh@sbcglobal.net . Please do not bring me a hard copy
of your picture.  You must scan it and email it to me.

We have a few more Do nation Pages available. If your
family would like to donate a page to the yearbook, please
email Meg the name of the page that you would like to

donate (Patriotic Sing -a-long, Ms. Portice's class, 3rd grade
collage page...etc.) and mail $100 made payable to VOE
PTA to Meg Humphrey, 1013 Traweek, 77 055 and we will
l i st vy o u rnanieamthelbgtténsof the page.
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0 BUCATION : GO GET IT WEEK 6 at VOE
FEBRUARY 8 0 12, 20 10

As part of our school t ifosus r anct prépare ouo stuadnts nfer past - secondary
educational opportunities, the week of February 8 - 12, 2010 is designated as O Educat i on: G
Weeko6 in Texas and Spring Branch | SD.

Various activities emphasizing post - secondary education will be highlighted here at Valley Oaks as
well as in all schools in our district during this particular week . In the library there will be a
display of the Texas, U.S. and world maps highlighting the locations of the colleges and universities

attended by members of our faculty. Our teachers will be sharing information about their own

universities and college experiences with our students. College logos and/or mascots from the
teacher s6alma mater s will be displayed in their classrooms.

Activities such as daily morning quotations focusing on success and motivation as well as college songs
played during morning announcements will be included. Also during morning announcements, select
teachers and parents will broadcast information regarding their own colleges. Students and staff

are encouraged to wear T - shirts or sweatshirt s with college logos on  Wednesday and Thursday,
February 10and 11,2010 t o cel ebrate the weekds focus and act]

Each year in May, all of our 5 ™ grade classes visit the Wellness Center at the University of Houston
in order to experience college ca  mpus life.

We invite you to shar e your experiences of your post - secondary education with your children. You
may have attended and/or graduated from a college or university, a junior college, a trade/technical

school or a specialized school such as the Cu linary Institute. Please take the time to share with
your children your memories and experiences of your education and training following high school.

There are numerous websites in which you can explore informati on about colleges and careers.
ACHIEVE TE XAS has a | ist of approved websites. That web address is  www.achievetexas.org .
After opening the website, click on 0Rewhichuprogideshelgful An
information regarding how to ma ke the dream of going to college a reality for your family is
www.college.gov .

Please join us in emphasizing the importance of post high school education by talking to your children
about attending college s/ specialized schools and by supporting our various VOE activities as we
celebrate O Educati on: Go daBWOE dilring théWeeek bf&6 February 8 ¢ 13, 2010.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Doudican, VOE counselor or Mr. Henry, principal at
713- 251 - 7500.
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Texas PTA Environmental Awareness Program 2010

nN100

Year s

New to Valley Oaks Elementary  --T h e

The theme for the 2009-2010 Environmental Awareness programisfi 1 0 0

The contest is open to students in Pre-K through 5 ™ grade. Categories include: print advertising, photography, a

Deadline for entries is February 26, 2010

Tex

From Now.

as PTAOGs

N

o

Environment al
intended to expose families to the benefits of nature education, open green-space, and conservation.

Year s

Awareness Program

From Now. ..

nd news article
. Details, official entry forms (which must be included with the project) and complete rules
for each category can be found on the Texas PTA Web site at: http://www.txpta.org/programs/environmental-awareness/

Each entry will be judged on whether it effectively conveys the theme, communicates a message that inspires the public to care about
the environment, meets the criteria of the individual category, and demonstrates creativity appropriate for the grade and age level of the

entrant. Par ent s

and teac

her s

are encouraged to discuss

t he

program w

new, original creation. Students should print their name and teacher on the back of each written page, or photo. Students may enter as
often and in as many categories as they like. Winners at Valley Oaks will move on to the council PTA level and, if successful, to district,

and state!!!

Please contact Kim Graham at kimjoegraham@mac.com or 713-464-4521 if you have any questions.

a 9 DD { EGGEETRREAMLLABOUT ¢ ¢

CONFETHG@OUBLE--DOUBLE/DOUBIHODINTS
ONEWEEKONLY---MON. FEB.15THROUGHRIFEB19

1EMPTYEGG=POINTS 1STUFFEBGG-4POINTS
DOUBLEOURPOINTSDOUBLE OURFUN

ALSCEGGSTRAOINTOPPURTUNITY:
MANY EGGS ARE TURNED IN EMPTY AND HAVE TO BE STUFFED. IFISTUFF THEM, THERE IS NO EGGSTRA POINT.
PARENTS: IF YOU OR YOUR CHILD STUFFS THEM, THEIR CLASS GETS AN EXTRA POINT.
TEACHERS: IF YOU OR YOUR CLASS STUFFS THEM, YOUR CLASS GETS AN EXTRA POINT.

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A WEEKEND FAMILY PROJECT;

AN EGGSCITING DATE NIGHT; AN EGGSTRA RECESS PROJECT; A GROUP PROJECT; A MOM’S COFFEE PROJECT.... AND YOU
WANT TO STUFF EGGS WHILE YOU'RE AT IT,
PLEASE CONTACT ME AND LET ME KNOW HOW MANY DOZEN YOU WANT AND WHEN.

PK
Kinder

Grade 2
Grade 3

Ms
Ms
Ms

Ms
Ms

. Portice

. Evans

. Shawn

. Kerekgyarto
. Rogers

. Cernosek

(fvi---you could expect to stuff 10-15 dozen in 1 hour)

Contact: Joan Flynn, Committéghain_joan@jb.bzor 832443-8868

CONTEST TOTALS AS OF Feb. 1

12 12
72 72
24 24
48 48
12 336 348
126 78 204

Grade 4

Grade 5

Ms. Kleinhenz
Ms. Huff

Ms. Hamrick
Ms. Colvard
Ms. Looper
Ms. Vasek
Totals

48 48 96
66 66
30 30 60
168 168 336
678 678 1356
144 24 168
1392 1326 2790
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VOE CHECK-WRITING CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER- 2010°

OLOVE YOUR SCHOOD

" STARTING IN JANUARY, WE WILL KICK -OFF OUR 3 RP ANNUAL
VOE CHECK -WRITING CAMPAIGN. THIS IS OUR NON -AUCTION YEAR,
SO PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO OUR SCHOOL.
DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!!

| téds as easy as 1, "VYEfor¥OH:0 show your L

1. Read the information below and fill out the patron form,

2. Write a check to support activities, events and students at VOE, and

3. Send the check (or cash) back to school with your child by Friday, February 12" .

Extra Credit: Check to see if your company has a matching program, and you can DOUBLE your contribution.

Why do we have a check-writing campaign?
V Different parents want to contribute to Valley Oaks in different ways. We need to give parents options about how to
support VOE (selling items, giving time, writing a check, attending an auction).

V  We do not have an auction this year; therefore, this is a major fundraiser for spring 2010.

V It benefits ALL students at VOE.

V  We can use an untapped resource to double the benefit: matching program with companies.

V  100% goes to school.

V It costs NOTHING to implement.

V Valley Oaks PTA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit organization. Gifts to the Valley Oaks PTA are deductible!

V  Parents, grandparents, faculty, alumni and friends of Valley Oaks are encouraged to participate. If they work for
matching companies, that is twice as nice.

V  The district does not provide everything the students and teachers need. The PTA fills in HUGE gaps left by the

district. Examples of things bought in the past by the PTA: Laptops for each classroom, Leveled readers for
Kindergarten, Ice Machine for the Teachers Lounge, More books for the library, Funding for teacher conference,
Playground equipment, Park benches for the campus, Accessories for the Active Boards for 4™ and 5™ grade so
that they can fully utilize the tools...The list goes on and on.

V  Examples of things we could purchase from wish lists: Accessories for Active boards for 1%, 2" and 3" grades so
the tools can be used to their full potential, DVD/VCR Combination players, Funding for Field trips, an Outdoor
Classroom,Classroom incubator and Brooder Kit, Additional books/audio books for the library...The list goes on and
on.

Although donations are accepted anytime, please send in your donation by February 12" to be listed in printed materials.
For more information please log-on to valleyoakspta.com, e-mail Karin Donovan (karindonvan@hotmail.com) or
Carla Bradford (lang_carla@hotmail.com).




OLOVE YOUR SCHOO&

Valley Oaks Elementary ~ 2010 © Check-writing Campaig n/Camparia
Patron Form © Forma del Patrono

Please fill in the following information and return this form along with your tax-deductible contribution (payable to the Valley Oaks PTA)
to your childbés teacher or the front office.

Llene por favor la siguiente informacion y regresela con su contribucion deducible de impuestos (pagable a Valley Oaks PTA) al
maestro de su hijo/a 6 a la oficina.

Parent(s) Name(s)/Nombre de los Padres:

or Company Name/O Nombre de la Compafiia:

Student(s) Name(s)/Nombre del estudiante(s):

Student(s) Grade(s)/Grado del estudiante(s): Student(s) Teacher(s)/Nombre del maestro(a):

Address/Direccion:

City/State/Zip/Ciudad/Estado/Cédigo Postal:

Phone/Teléfono:

Email/Correo Electronico:

Yes, my name/company name may be listed in all printed materials, and | have written it the way | want it listed.
Si, mi nombre/nombre de mi compafiia puede ser incluido en todo material que se imprima, y he escrito de la
manera que quiero que aparezca en la lista.

| prefer to be an anonymous donor. Prefiero quedar como un donador anénimo.

I would like to make a donation at the following gift level: ~
Me gustaria hacer una donacién del siguiente nivel: ~

$1000 iMy Heartods Catomf | owi ngo
$500 fiLot so wdRatrbn”
$250 ACupi dos Patronr o wo
$100 iSweet PRarenit o
$50 i Red RBasrand
$25 fi Be MiPatrend
Other (Please specify amount: $ - Any amount is greatly appreciated!) ~
Otro (Por favor especifique la cantidad: $ - iCualquier cantidad sera muy apreciada!)
“ My company, , has a Matching Gift Program. | will contact my company human resources

department, so my company can DOUBLE my donation.

My relationship to Valley Oaks Elementary/ Mi relacion con Valley Oaks:

Parent/ Padre de familia Alumni/Alumno
Faculty/Staff Grandparent/Abuelo (name of student: )
Friend (name of student/ Amigo(nombre de estudiante: )

Valley Oaks PTA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, non-profit organization. Donors may deduct contributions to the Valley Oaks PTA as provided
in Section 170 of the Internal Revenue Service code. A receipt will be sent to you.




Ms . Pi c o ® Bilinguak4¥ grade

Carlos Espericueta

You know if you don’t recycle the world will be contaminated. The fish will get sick and die and then the air will be
contaminated of the fish. The plants will die of all the trash and then the animals that eat the plants will die and then the
animals that eat the animals will die and then we will die. But thanks to the people that are recycling the world is surviving.

Esmeralda Vega

Hoy quise ir al zoolégico pero mi mama dijo que no. Entonces estoy en mi cuarto acostada en la cama durmiendo. Luego
empiezo a sofiar que estoy en el zoolégico viendo animales jugar y esconderse. Después me volteo y miro muchos dulces
y las personas empiezan a comprar los dulces. También veo a las personas comprandoles comida a sus hijos e hijas.
Luego miro a los nifios y las nifias llorando porque quieren ir a ver los elefantes. Las mamas ven el mapa y se llevan a sus
hijos e hijas. También escucho muchos monos grite y grite.

Marco Solis

For me “my favorite place’ would be Kima, because the very first time | went it was with my whole family. When we got there
I smelled the smell of food and it smelled like fries and steak. You could also smell salty water of the sea. And you could
hear the screams of the people in the roller coaster and every hill in the whole ride sounded like music. | also heard the
sound of the waves of the sea and it sounded like sparkling rain falling from the sky.

Pricilla Batalla

I imagine | am in Galveston and | see the shiny sea. The sand slides through my hands. There are shells that sparkle every
where | go. When | lay down in the water | feel | am flying through the sky and clouds. When | turned to the other side | see
a starfish. | grabbed the starfish and | made a sand castle and then | put the starfish on top of the castle. When | am finished
doing the castle | lie down in the sand and think about what is my favorite place. And then | knew that Galveston was my
favorite place.

Stories created with spelling words, by Mrs. Huf f s cl ass:

By: Sean Hill
It was raining and the water was murky, the day | went to day care. | thought it was monotonous. It was pleasant, when we
had a snack. Our classroom is enormous and sparkling. My teacher is pudgy and does risky things like guessing.

By: Kalynn Jefferson

Once upon a murky time, there is a pig that monotonously jumps in dirty mud. It is risky, because he keeps sliding on it and
bumping into the wall. The pudgy pig is furious, because he hurt his back. The pig is not acting courageous or pleasant,
until he sees a sparkling balloon that says, “Free enormous cups of ice-cream.” Now he and the ice-cream live happily ever
after.

By Blake Lanford

In a pleasant town called Bubby Wubby, there is a pudgy little boy named Bartholomew. Bartholomew does monotonous
things, is enormous, and is furious about his weight, so nobody really likes him. One day a girl named Ronnie Twinkle Toes
moves into the house right next to Bartholomew’s. Soon after a couple of days Bartholomew falls in love with Ronnie. And
you want to know what he loves about Ronnie? He loves her sparkling belly button. It is so shiny, except for the back part
in the corner. That part is very murky, but Bartholomew doesn’t mind about that. Soon they fall in love and couldn’t stay
away from each other. One day they both think that life is going too fast, so they jump off a 21,000 foot cliff and go to
heaven together. What courageous kids they were!




Favorite Places
Written by students in Ms. Colvard’s Class

My Peaceful Place by Carolina Morales

When I'm at my Grandma'’s it feels like nothing can ever hurt me. In the morning it smells like clean clothes and in
the afternoon it smells like my Mami cooking dinner. | don’t know why | find it so peaceful even though it’s so loud. Maybe
because my cousins and | were raised there. | wish to be there everyday. When | spend the night | go to sleep around
three a.m. Once my Papi told me to feed the chickens. He was just kidding, but | took him serious. So there | was in my
pajamas feeding chickens! When | am with Mami, I'm watching her cook or sew. She says if | watch | learn. My Papi is
the most active Papi | know. When | am with him | am sitting next to him in his car. | watch him fix cars from the window.
When we leave | start crying. Some people might not see its beauty the way | do, but my grandma’s house is my special
place where nothing can ever hurt me.

Frio River by Nicholas Montalbano

Every year my family goes to the Frio River. Dangling from the rope swing at Frio River is magical | hear other kids
smacking into the smooth, crystal clear water and know | will soon join them.. | see all the fish darting from huge rock to
huge rock. | smell fresh sunscreen being layered on. | taste the picnic lunch before my mom even brings it down. Another
special thing about the Frio River is that | can swim from dawn to dusk. | have to force myself to get out of the water to eat
or slather on more sun block. | wait on the bank for a minnow to come along and | slam my hand into the water and try to
catch it. I slam and miss, slam and miss until finally one day | slammed and caught one! | felt like | had just one a gold
medal. | floated on my inner tube to the low water crossing with my friend Travis. When we were there, | caught a crawfish.
It felt like a blob of mud. | can’t wait to go back to next year.

Excerpts from A Dream by Emily Healey

Rippling grasses tickle me when | run through the broad yard. When I'm running | feel like an airplane flying high up in the
air with the gust blowing in my face.

Apples and golden oranges hang ripe above me when | pick them from Meme and Popo’s plump trees. | pick vegetables
that are gently growing from their garden. It's breathtaking.

Doing things | want to do makes me feel good. | can just go outside whenever | want with nothing to worry about. It’s like
heaven and freedom.

Pumping up the bike tires is what | do when Popo and | go on a magical bike ride and play too. We pedal through the
country and admire the bluebonnets. In the country the sun beams so hard on our backs just like a sunburn.

The Beauty of South Texas by Jerry Walker

In southern Texas nothing is more beautiful than the seashore. | love going there. Not just to have fun but to see
family. At night time when the sky is black an enormous lighthouse pushes out bursts of bright light. When my family and |
go to the beach the waves rush by me with a roar of wind. It feels as if | am on a 5 star hotel resort. Also, when we are
down in the south we go to Mexico. First we go to the borderline and then we cross it. It is a really long process. While we
are in Mexico we buy vanilla for my grandmother because it’'s cheaper. Then we always buy clothes because it's almost
time for school to start back up. | could not stand it. Everyone was speaking Spanish it was annoying. When we cross
back it is all family. | see my aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents, everyone. My favorite cousin is James. He is 18 and he
feels like a brother. He listens to me and we also play basketball. When we have to leave it is a hard thing to do. First we
eat then we are off. We tell jokes and laugh and tell of all the fun we had when we came. That is the beauty of southern
Texas.




StudentsinMiss K|l ei nhenzdés c¢class wrote about a speci al

My special person is amazing. She came to America from India. Before she came to America, people told her that
she could only come with three kids. She ignored them, and she was able to take all six kids. She bought a motel in
Arizona. She had to work day and night to get money for all six daughters to get a really good education. If someone was
able to come from India, buy a motel, raise six kids, and give them an education that would be my grandmother. By Tanak
Patel

My family doesn’t have a lot of money, but we have our downstairs neighbor, Buck. Buck asked us if we wanted
another pet. So, my mom went downstairs and saw the pet. He was a ferret. Buck gave us $50.00 because we helped him
take care of the ferret. He helps me with my homework when | ask him. Buck is the nicest person | have ever met. He is sort
of an uncle to me. Buck is a special person to me because he is my best friend. By Lilly Chavarria

My grandpa is 82 years old. He is very brave. He was in World War 2 and is still alive. My grandpa is very funny
because one day, he brought home a goat. Guess what that goat did! He ate the roof of my uncle’s car! The goat was black
and white and smelled like garbage. We hid the goat when our friends came over because we did not want them to make
fun of us. Then, one day, it choked itself. Then, my grandpa brought home a squirrel. That squirrel was very nice. He would
crawl up people’s back and eat nuts. One day, we called him in for breakfast, and he didn’t come. | miss that squirrel. My
grandpa is very grumpy. Well, not very, but he can get very grumpy. | help my grandpa when he’s sick. He’s special
because he helps me learn about animals. | love my grandpa. By Hanna Bukowitz

Christmas CardsbyMi ss Kl ei nhenzb6s cl ass.

My favorite holiday color is red...

...like Rudolph’s bright, helpful nose in the winter because without Rudolph, there’s no Christmas, and that's why Rudolph is
important to Christmas.

...like the fruit punch that is so sweet and fruity that it looks like lipstick because it stains your lips.

...like roses that blow in the wind so beautifully and their sweet smell that goes in your nose.

...like strawberries and their shiny coat on top making them so sweet.

By Mariah Oquendo

My favorite holiday color is gold...

...like the stars in the night sky that give us light and company.

...like the heavy pieces that come from mines and give us money for food and shelter.

...like the watch that tells when stores close at the end of Christmas shopping and makes a good, good present.
...like a ring that makes a great engagement present, and you can propose to her on Christmas Eve.

By Stewart Singleton

My favorite holiday color is white...

...like the swirling wonderland of snowy pleasure that always visits Colorado and is so pure it makes me cry.
...like the marshmallow new beginning of a fresh winter day with a nice warm cup of hot chocolate.

...like Santa’s big, fluffy beard full of cookie crumbs from all the houses who give out cookies to Santa.
...like the frosting on the Christmas cookies decorated with snowmen and sprinkles, fresh from the oven.

By Scott Carrionn
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