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Dear Parents,

This month has been a month of
celebrations for Valley Oaks. Our
campus was visited by ten educators
from England in late January.
Parliament sent them here to observe
our teachers and students in action. Our
friends from England were extremely
impressed with our campus, students,
and staff. We have made great
friendships which will last for years to
come. Thank you for allowing us to
showcase our campus and students.

Valley Oaks Teacher of the Year
Congratulations to Kimberly Benavides,
kindergarten teacher, for being selected
as Valley Oaks’ Teacher of the Year.
Kimberly will now represent Valley Oaks
at the district level for SBISD Teacher of
the Year. Our staff nominated four
teachers for this award:

Kimberly Benavides Becky Lee
Brittany Kasischke  Lynn Sermons

Congratulations to all of the nominees.

PTA Press

New Campus Improvement Team
Members

Our Campus Improvement Team meets
on a monthly basis to assist with the
direction of our campus. We would like
to thank the outgoing members of our
current CIT Team for their participation
and dedication to Valley Oaks
Elementary for the past two years.
Those members are:

Jennifer Denny Brittany Kasischke
Lisa Trammell Jacque Howard
Karen Doudican

Their work and assistance has enabled
us to provide more after school
opportunities for our children such as art,
drama, Spanish, and our new Friday
chess class.

| would like to personally wish everyone
a happy and safe Spring Break.

-Mr. Henry, Principal

As | sat down to write this
article, the weather forecast is calling
for snow flurries this afternoon. It
seems strange that it could be so cold
and dreary, but Spring Break is almost
here!

| want to thank Karin Donovan
for doing such a wonderful job with
our check writing campaign. Thank
you to all of you who were able to give
to the PTA this year.

The next general meeting will be on
Tuesday, March 9™ at 6:30 in the
cafeteria. We will be voting on the
proposed slate of officers for the
2010-2011. A list of the proposed
officers is included in this edition.

Following the meeting will be
the third grade Health Fitness
Program that you won’t want to miss.
Hope to see you there!

Ginny Langenkamp, PTA President



PTA Meeting
March 9
6:30pm

MPR

From February 22nd- March 12th, Valley Oaks Elementary students will be
collecting spare change (dollars and checks are welcome also!) to support The
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society's Pennies for Paents program. Students will
be raising money in honor of children like Valley Oaks first grader Jack Dragna.
Today, Jack marks 5 years in remission and is officially considered a long term
survivor. His recovery is thanks to advances in research, supported in part by
progams such as, Pennies For Patients.

At the end of the three week collection period, the Valley Oaks classroom with

" the highest donated total will receive a pizza party honoring their achievement.

Every penny counts, and we thank you for your support.

You can also send checks made payable to LLS.
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Marathon in honor of his son Jack and all others afflicted with Leukemia.

Please help support the cause.

http://pages.teamintraining.org/vtnt/rnrseatl10/fdragna

Valley Oaks Elementary
PTA Slate of Nominees
as presented to the Board on February 9th, 2010

President: Ginny Langenkamp
1st VP: Dan McElyea
2nd VP: Tamara East
Treasurer: Jenny Fett
Recording Secretary: Jackie Harrison
Corresponding Secretary: Karin Donovan

Thank you to our Nominating Committee: Lara Hollingsworth,
Rebecca Kiest, Ruth Ann Kretschmer, Dan McElyea, Ashley Zahn
and Cathy Finck.
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Scholarly Scoop

Kindergarten

In February, our geo logists -in-training
learned about rocks and how they impact our
everyday lives. We were visited by areal -life
geologist, Mr. Kerekgyarto, who showed us his
collection of rocks and told us what each was used
for. Thanks, Mr. Kerekgyarto, you are a real gem !
We also made pet rocks and made a model of the
Earth and her layers out of playdough. We
created exploding volcanoes on the playground!
We learned to use a balance scale and weighed
rocks to understand the concept of heavier,
lighter, and equal.

We are n ow headed to the ranch justin
time for the rodeo. We will be learning about
cowboys and ranching in Texas. We have started
learning the basic concept of addition. We
continue to work on reading strategies and
comprehension strategies such as determining
i mportance and inferenci
campfired every night is
cowpokes.

WHOA! Did you feel the earth tremble?
That can only mean one thing dthey are on their
way!! Be on the look out for the invasion of
prehistoric creatu res in the Kindergarten wing!!!

First Graders
First graders have been practicing their
scientific investigating skills! We have been
learning about simple machines! We have learned
about each simple machine and its function. We
have done experiments an d hunted around our
world looking for each simple machine. We
realized they are everywhere - in our homes, in our
classroom, and even on the playground. We love all
things that make work easier!
Next up for our little scientists is the
study of matter. We w ill learn about the states of
matter, and perform experiments with each state.
At the end of our study we will take a liquid and
turn it into a solid. | wonder what could it be...
In reading we are celebrating the
creative and rhythmic genius of Dr. Seuss!
using our questioning skills from our reading
strategies to explore the works of the great
doctor. We will have crazy days like Mixed Up
Monday, Top Hat Tuesday and Wocket
Wednesday to name a few. We will be learning
just what a wocket is and bring  one to class.
Math finds us practicing our adding and
subtracting skills. We will also be working on our

We are

problem solving skills. We will learn how to
identify coins and learn how to add coins
together.

Second Grade

Second grade has a busy month
ahead! We begin the Stanford and Naglieri
testing on March 9 ™, and will continue after
we return from Spring Break. The final day
of testing will be March 26 ™.

In math we continue our focus on
problem solving and math facts. We will also
begin working on number concepts with
numbers to 999.

In Language Arts, we will focus on
non-fiction text. We will review finding main
idea, summarizing, retelling, and other
comprehension strategies.

We look forward to our upcoming
study of birds in science and our economic s
unit in social studies. We are always excited
about our bird fair to end our science unit,
as well as our field trip to the zoo to see the
real thing! Our Blue Bell field trip was a
great preview for our economics unit.

We hope everyone has a safe and
relaxing spring break the week of March 15
through 19 ™1

Third Graders are worki

In math we are working on probability
(using the works more likely, less likely, etc.) and
statistics. Parents: It is important that your child
/s studying their 1 0 s , 20s, 50 s,
facts as well as addition and subtraction facts.

In writing we are working on book
reviews. The students will be exposed to
different types of book reviews and will be
writing their own. In  reading we will continue t o
work on reading strategies as well has how to
question and infer while reading. Good readers are
always asking questions while reading! Parents.
Please make sure your child is reading for 30
minutes every night. It is very important for your
child to bui Id reading stamina.

In social studies we will be having our
economic fairl 3 ™ grade has been studying
economics and now the students are going to get a
chance to run their own business by producing
their own products and selling them to other
classes.

i
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SAVE THE
DATE

JAMBOREE
“On The Move”

April 24
1:00 to 4:00

3" Grade
Health Fitness
Program

March 9
7:00pm




Spring
Break

March 15-19

VOEO s

1°' Annual

Book Swap

IS coming this Spring!

We are looking for a few
good volunteers to help us
make this I Book Swap a
HUGE success and fun fo
everyone.

This is a greatvay to get
involvedwithout an
enormous time
commitment!

If you are interested,
please contact Sarah
Swagerty
(sarah@worththeweight.com
or Becky Lee
(Becky.Le@springbranchisd.com

Fourth Grade
I't may still feel Il i ke Winter out,
season for 4 ™ graders. In Math workshop we will continue to focus on mastering
all 6 objectives taught this year to ready ourselves for our April TAKS test, with
continued Practice, polishing & proficiency we can succeed. An achievement we can
all succeed in when focused on our strategies of Re -Reading, solving the problem
to a reasonable answer using an array of Math Operations. Many students are still
climbing over that hill to cover basic skills, (long division, 2 by 2 multiplication,
Solving for Area & Perimeter, Data in a tables, & Measurement) we all want that
Gold Medal, so work hard on understanding story problems to identify an
operation for a resolution, Re view & Re-Think your work every time. We are our
Wi nner s, so | etds go for the Gol d!
Language Arts bringing much Reading -From Literature Circles, to build
understanding in Fiction text to identify character traits, connections &
comparisons, we are building our Super Strategies for reading informational
passages, we have to remember to Re -Read for understanding, ask ourselves
guestions while reading. In reading groups we use a variety of graphic organizers
to understand story elements, determine the importa  nce of the text, and identify
Main Idea, Retelling and Sequencing & Summarize story for complete

understanding. As you can seeébusy read
|l etds show & share our knowl edge.

Science brings more discoveries into the Wor  Id of Magnetism &
Electricity , Property of Matter, its Physical & Chemical changes & more Hot -No
Cold Water I nvestigations. More Texas
State and all its rich history. We continue to study Texas Battles, Heroes , and
Texas Independence.

Dondt forget Spri ng-Marchkeld{l Make yaw gano a
now for a nice relaxing break, but donbd
for fact families for 10 minutes! Yo utéd

for the next month&s achievement s. Go f
Respect, respect, respect! Please continue to enforce the Valley Oaks

expectations for behavior with your stu
community!

Happy Spring Time!
Fifth Grade

The weather may still be chilly, but spring time is definitely upon us in
fifth grade. We continue to stay busy with learning, as well as with so many
activities during our final semester of elementary school.

A special thank you to Tammy Evans for organizing such a successful

Val entineds Day ice cream sundae soci al
had a wonderful time!
In math, fifth graders are reviewing all objectives and trouble -shooting

particularly challenging concepts.

We 6 r e r ooutthelyiear ip science by studying energy and all its
forms, as well as the properties of light.

I n soci al studi es, wedre concluding
and entering the period of time of events leading up to the Civil War.

TAKS date rem inders: Math & April 6; Reading 0 April 7
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THANKS TO ALL WHO GENEROUSLY DONATED TO THE

LOVE YOUR SCHOOL

CHECK-WRITING CAMPAIGN

As of the March Eagle Eye deadline, we are still counting the checks coming in, but we think we, once again,
can declare the “Love Your School” check-writing campaign a success thanks to all of you who gave so
generously to VOE. Also, thank you to those who obtained matching donations from your companies. You
doubled your gift to VOE.

If you wanted to donate and ran out of time, IT IS NEVER TOO LATE! Forms are still available in the front office
and on-line at www.valleyoakspta.com/forms.html.

In the next newsletter, we will have a final number and formally thank each and every one of our patrons (you
know who you areJ ). Since this year was the first year we had sign-up parties in the off-year of auction, we had
no idea what to expect; and, we were really impressed by what giving and bighearted parents and friends we
have at our school.

Please look for your thank you letters which will serve as your tax receipts to come home with your child/children
by mid-April. If you do not receive yours by April 30", please let us know. We cannot wait to put 100% of your
donations to good use for ALL of our VOE students.

From the bottoms of our HEARTS , thank you! —Karin Donovan (karindonovan@hotmail.com) and Carla
Bradford (lang_carla@hotmail.com) - Check-writing Campaign Co-chairs.

FOURTH GRADE WRITINGS

Writing from Miss Hamrickés students during Writersod Express:

Ding-dong. In we go with my sister in the pet store to get some dog food. So this is when | put my plan into action. Me and my
sister Grace wandered into the hamster section. We were gazing desperately down at the hamsters. Grace purposely slipped with a bag
of extra-large dog food giving me the perfect time to ask someone if | can take out the Chinese dwarf hamster. Grace ran to me while my
mom was helplessly cleaning up the dog food. | let her hold the one that | took out. Ouch! It bit her. In a flash, | knew that that was the one
| wanted.

Okay, Plan A, distracting my mom, was going great. My sister picked out the fattest one and | already knew which one | wanted.
Now, my mom walked over to us, and as soon as she saw the hamster | was holding, she turned pale. | thought she was going to pass
out! She backed away slowly. By this time, | knew | was a goner until | remembered Plan B. My mom has always been afraid of rodents,
but this time, | had a plan. It was my turn to do the distracting.

“Okay, Mom, Mom, Mom,” | said as | pushed her into the other aisle. “It's fake!” She gave me a look like she knew | was lying.
“But mom, you know how obsessed | am with hamsters, and you can just pretend it's fake.”

“Absolutely not!” she yelled as she stomped over to clean up the rest of the dog food.

| wasn’t scared of the words “absolutely not” because in her language it means “yes.” You just have to give it a second or two.
So she cleaned up the dog food completely.

“Okay. Yes. You can have it.”

| knew it, | thought. | turned red with joy. I've always wanted a hamster more than anything. When | got home, | sprayed the
whole tank with glow-in-the-dark spray so that | could see my hamster at night.

Wow! What a day. It was hard convincing my mom to get me what I've always wanted, but it was worth all the trouble with
planning and being nervous about my mom saying no. | named my hamster Felix, and she has been the best thing that has ever
happened to me so far! By Finn Sims
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Excitement pounded repeatedly in my head as | thought of winning the last Texas Open Tae Kwon-Do Championships in Dallas,
Texas. Like | can win that mature brawl...No way!

The day started with a pool of sweat and a lot of nervousness. The crowd cheered for me, but one thing | thought was that I'm
way out of my belt rank. My opponent was like 120 pounds! | told myself, | can’t spar at this tournament.

They called me up right while | was day-dreaming. | bowed and | stood in kicking stance and first he attacked my legs. Then the
judge called a penalty on him. The judge gave me two points, and the score was two to zero. | was up. During the brake, | was coached
by my master. He told me, “Fight, fight, and fight.” Then | walked back on the floor. The kid rushed me and | fought back with kicking him
in the head about a dozen times to score and...what? WHAT was that you say? | WON! winner.

| walked slowly to the trophy desk and | grabbed the first place trophy. | hugged it. To me, | was a Tae-Kwon-Do Championship
winner. By Kenneth Thompson

The Mysterious Figure

| walked into a gigantic room with the thundering sound of airplanes taking off into the mysterious sky. There were babies crying, people
standing everywhere and suitcases rolling to and from. | felt a little scared; | was only eight years old! | gently tip-toed to the gate and
quickly gave my ticket to the agent. | hurried down the small damp hallway. When | finally arrived comfortably at my seat, | wiped the
sweat off my forehead and quickly fell asleep. The next think | knew we were in the Dominican Republic! A country located south of the
United States in the Caribbean. | told myself that this would be the best trip | could ever imagine. But suddenly | felt all alone, tears ran
down my face, | realized that | had no one to share this with. My sister Emerson had brought a friend along and so did my brother. | didn’t
have a special friend to share this amazing place with. Though pondering about this made me think, | had opportunities, this soon
changed when | saw a figure in the garden near our hotel. | felt a tingle in my body, | thought, could someone be sneaking around, a
robber? | slowly stepped downstairs to investigate. | heard a whimpering sound. It wasn’t human; it wasn’t a dog, but a small sweet cat.
There she laid under the tree, a cute gray and brown kitty purring for a friend. She was the most beautiful cat I've ever seen. | stared at
the cat from noon till sunset. Over the next week | claimed her as my new friend and we enjoyed the sites and beaches of the Dominican
Republic. | certainly did not feel lonely anymore. | knew our time would come to an end. By the end of the week | had streamers running
down my faces with tears. My heart was broken that | had to leave her there, but | realized | she changed a part of my life knowing | can
always find a friend to share places with. She will be a friend | would never forget. By Berit Casteel

Mr s . Huf fés Cl ass
Students were given a color to write about. Some students made lists, and others created a story that reminded them of the
color red.

By Claire Bingamon: The Color Red

| am just like my grandma in so many ways. We love fashion, and we love makeup. When | was a little girl, | always got into my
mom’s makeup. | would put on eye shadow, blush, and most of all lipstick! | would rub it all around my lips, neat or not, but | always
loved looking my best in the rose red lipstick. One time my mom had a tall skinny lipstick tube. | was going to put it on, but she told me
not to. | really wasn'’t going to listen to her, so when she was in the closet | began to rub that lipstick around my lips and then “snap”.
When | looked down it was in two small thin rose red pieces. My mom came in and her face and neck were bright red. She was furious!
She grounded me for a month. | learned not to mess with her lipstick. |1 now have my own to rub around my lips.

Responding to a quote:
By Holly Wagner: “Duty is the other side of right.” It is like when my dad always calls out, “Do the right thing,” every time | go out with a
friend, so that I'll be invited back to do something with them.

By David Harrison: “To care is to share.” It reminds me of another quote, “A smile is contagious” which reminds me of a Liberty Mutual
commercial that shows where a person does something nice for someone, then another person sees the nice deed, and does something
nice for someone else, and it continues. Doing something nice is contagious!

The day that changed my life is when my mom was gathering the cats so they could eat, and she came in saying, “We’re missing Jack-
Jack. He'll come back tomorrow.” We waited until the next day, but he didn’t come back. We knew he wouldn’t ever come back. He had
been missing for four days. My family was really worried about Jack-Jack. We’ve been wondering if he’s dead, trapped in something, or
even found a new owner!

Me and my neighbor, Camilla, went on an adventure to find Jack-Jack. We went across the street. We didn’t see him. My mom
went to her work to make posters that said, “LOST CAT.” We put them up, but we got no luck!!

Savannah had skittles from Christmas and she wrote Jack-Jack on the cover. Then, she let my whole family have one. So we all
ate them. The cover was green and Jack-Jack loves the color green.

GUESS WHAT!! Mark went out to the garage. He turned around and on the electric blanket, he saw Jack-Jack!!

It was wonderful! My mom walked up to my room and | saw my mom holding Jack-Jack in her hands. | was so surprised!! Then
we went to Savannah’s room and she said that he came back because of the Skittles! Next up was Carly. She also said it was the
Skittles! We played with Jack-Jack and paid so much more attention to him that Jack-Jack lived happily ever after!!

By Jessica Rodriguez




Writing from Miss Kleinhenzés students:

The trampoline in my old backyard was the most fun a little kid could have in any one place. | was out there all day, every day.
One day, | played football on my trampoline with my cousin, and | had the hard, brown pigskin. | ran and got nailed right off the
trampoline. My nose hit the green, hard grass. | got up with my face covered in blood. It felt like forty nails going into my face.

| did not cry at all, and | was only five years old. | went inside. My parents said, “What happened to you?”

| said, “I fell off the trampoline.”

We got so many white paper towels, but it hardly helped. | got grounded from the trampoline only for one hour. Then, | got right
back on the trampoline.

My cousin jumped really high. He fell off and hit his ankle on the bench. He almost broke his ankle. We went back inside helping
him walk on his sprained ankle. We helped him get on the couch. Then, we wrapped his ankle with white bandages.

After that, we went back outside and my cousin had an idea to throw mud on a car while jumping on the trampoline. We did it!
The first throw flew over the fence, across, the yard, and hit the red car right on the window. We had one more throw. We threw it, and the
car was covered in mud.

A guy was watching us, and we threw mud at him! The mud hit min and his dog’s long, wet nose. They both took off running like
a lightning bolt coming from above!

Then we played a trick on my parents. We tied a rope to the trampoline. When they came by, they did not expect anything so
they face-planted right in the ground! Nothing could ever get me away from that trampoline. By Kollin Elliott

My family and | go camping in Arkansas, and we love to hike there. Every time we hike, we see animals we don’t see at the
campsite, like deer and rabbits. One time, there was a bear and a fox. | was too young to remember, though. Sometimes, we see Rocky,
the raccoon. Last year, he stopped by when my family was sleeping and stole my grandma’s ham! Skunks followed him and sprayed our
campsite with a disgusting stench! It's a good thing we weren’t awake!

We also go hiking to the gushing waters. When you go early in the morning, all you can hear is the waterfall. We went to jump off
the big rock. It was so deep it was three of my dads stacked up together. And my dad is already like a skyscraper! | went to jump off the
rock, but then | realized how big it was! Standing there scared out of my wits. | felt a push on my shoulder and suddenly | was going
toward the water. Everything turned black. Then | realized | was under water. | never felt so brave. The big rock gave me courage and
bravery! That's why Mountain View, Arkansas is my favorite place. By Anne Albright

The best day was when | went to Hollywood. | was eight years old. | went with my aunt Danielle. Our hotel was big. The pool was
big, and the stores were big. But the most amazing thing a bout Hollywood was the beach. It was huge!

There were a whole lot of people on the beach. When you looked in and out of the water, they looked like ants. The beach
smelled like hot-dogs because there were food stands every direction | looked. The background music came from the pounding of waves
that went up high. The water felt warm like my fuzzy Tinkerbelle blanket.

| got to watch a surfing contest. My aunt was one of the contestants. She had to surf the longest time. Water splashed in my
face. People were screaming their heads off. My aunt came in second place. We won a big check for $500 and two free tickets to see
Selena Gomez.

When the sun faded away, they turned on the party lights and we had a party. | loved California for its beauty and its warmth.
What an amazing and unforgettable experience. By Hanna Bukowitz

The Beautiful House

Once there was a beautiful house. No ordinary house, not at all. A house where you could just feel like you are always where
you are supposed to be.

Once there lived a boy. A small boy. A boy who loved that house almost more than life itself. The boy got taller. And taller. And
taller. Soon, he was six years old.

The boy’s father'’s job drifted away. The boy moved far away from the house. The boy was devastated. He cried almost every
night wanting to go home. For four agonizing years, he had to be far away in a place called Houston.

The boy got taller again. And taller. Soon that boy was ten years old. He went to a new school and made all new friends. The
house, as he remembered it, was a beautiful house. Pink and white brick, nice backyard, porch swing. Every day, when the boy went to
school, he thought, I'm rested, I'm tan, and I'm ready to give my school a wedgie again!

The boy got even taller. The boy went to college. The man later came back and bought the house. He was a successful lawyer—
good money, couple kids, not too bad, all things concerned. The man was so happy, he felt like hugging a burglar.

Time passed and the man grew older, and older, and older. All too soon, the man was eighty-five. When the man’s heart began
to fail, he quickly wrote his will just before he died in two thousand eighty-five. He left the house to his son who loved the house more than
life. Scott Carlos Carrion, Junior. By Scott Carrion




CONFETTI EGG DOUBLE POINT WEEK RESULTS

WOow!!!

This week a total of 5,550 eggs were turned in; of which 5,136 were stuffed-thanks!

Pre-K
Kinder

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Way to Go!!l Keep ‘um coming

eggs stuffed Paints
Ms. Gillie 480 480 | 960
Ms. Evans 180 180
Mrs. Smith 560 560 | 1120
Ms. Kerekgyarto 648 648 | 1296
Ms. Axton 4104 | 4104 | 8208
Ms. Howard 768 768 | 1536
Miss Coffman 936 936 | 1872
Ms. Hodge 24 24
Ms. Lehtinen 72 72
Ms. Ethridge 948 948 | 1896
Ms. Ehlinger 16 16 32
Ms. Yarbrough 132 9% | 228
Ms. Kleinhenz 36 36
Ms. Huff 228 228
Ms. Hamrick 828 828 | 1656
Ms. Colvard 144 144 | 288
Ms. Looper 780 780 | 1560
Ms. Vasek 36 36
Ms. Farrell 432 216 | 648

Contest ends April 16.

Cumulative: October to February Results

Pre-K

Kinder

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

eggs stuffed Points
Ms. Gillie 480 480 960
Ms. Portice 60 60
Ms. Evans 252 252
Ms. Shawn 24 24
Mrs. Smith 560 560 1120
Ms. Kerekgy 696 648 1344
Ms. Axton 4104 4104 82089
Ms. Howard 768 768 1534
Miss Coffmg 1200 1032 2232
Ms. Hodge 24 24
Ms. Rogers 24 336 360
Ms. Lehtiner 84 84
Ms. Cernosq 126 78 204
Ms. Ethridgd 948 948 1894
Ms. Ehlinge 16 16 32
Ms. Yarbrou 132 96 228
Ms. Kleinhe 126 48 174
Ms. Huff 306 306
Ms. HamricK 960 960 192(
Ms. Colvard 312 312 624
Ms. Looper 1584 1458 3047
Ms. Vasek 180 24 204
Ms. Farrell 432 216 648
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