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Valley Oaks Elementary – Where Eagles Learn to Soar 

Dear Parents, 
 
What a great year to be proud of!  Our very own Emily Healey will be 
representing our campus at the Character Without Question Award Ceremony 
at the upcoming school board meeting.    Last week I attended a dinner along 
with Mrs. Benavides and her husband honoring her as one of the district 
finalists for SBISD Teacher of the Year.  Although Mrs. Benavides was not 
chosen as the district representative, we are so proud of her and the way in 
which she represents Valley Oaks Elementary.   We also celebrated as two of 
our students, Rebecca Owens and Grace Sims represented Valley Oaks at the 
district Spelling Bee.    Finally our wonderful fifth grade voices filled the air last 
week at the district Choral Festival.  Congratulations fifth graders and Mrs. 
Stewart for another excellent performance! 
 
We are looking forward to a very smooth ending to another great year.  We 
have several events planned so be sure you have them all marked on your 
calendars.  Below is the upcoming schedule of events for 5th graders: 
 

Tuesday, May 25:  PTA General Meeting followed by 5
th

 Grade 

Presentation of “Grease” – 6:30 p.m. in the cafeteria 

Thursday, May 27:   5
th

 Grade Event 

Friday, May 28:   8:00 a.m. - - 5
th

 Grade Graduation 

Monday, May 31:  No School – Memorial Day 

Tuesday, June 1:  Regular Full School Day 

Wednesday, June 2:   Last Day of School - - Early Dismissal 11:30 

We would like to wish our fifth graders the best of luck in Middle School and 
always remember to let us know how well you are doing!!  We are so proud of 
all of you!!!   Have a great summer!!!  See you next Fall!!! 
 
-Mr. Henry, Principal 
 
 
 

Next School Year Dates 

Pre-K and Kindergarten Registration begins:  Tuesday, August 10  

from 1:00 – 4:00 

Back to School Fair:  Thursday, August 19
 
from 4:00 – 6:00 

Meet the Teacher:  Thursday, August 19
 
from 4:30 – 5:30 

New Parent Orientation:   Friday, August 20 at 9:30am 

The first day of School Begins:  Monday, August 23 

 

 

Principal’s Message: 

 

Valley Oaks  

Elementary 

8390 Westview 
Houston, TX  77055 

 
PHONE: 

(713) 251-7500 
 

FAX: 
(713) 365-4086 

 
PRINCIPAL 

GARY HENRY 
 

VICE PRINCIPAL 
MORELLA TAPIA 

 
PTA PRESIDENT 

GINNY LANGENKAMP 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 
 

AMY BRAST 
EDITOR 

 
SANDY SKREHOT 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

OLIVA MORALES 
TRANSLATION 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.valleyoakspta.com 
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PTA Press 

 It seems as though the main 
purpose of this column is to recognize 
people and thank them for the things they 
have done for Valley Oaks.  I’ve said 
before that I feel so fortunate to be working 
with such a wonderful group of people.  
You are all so generous, not only with your 
money, but with your time and talents.  
First, I want to thank Manisha Patel and 
Binny Patel for putting together a great 
Jamboree.  They spent many hours 
coordinating this event so when you see 
them please thank them.  Also, the art 
auction was a success thanks to the efforts 
of Monica Rosenstein.  Monica has been 
working hard all year on the art projects 
that were auctioned away at Jamboree.  

Thanks to all of you who 
participated in Teacher Appreciation Week.  
We are blessed with great teachers and a 
wonderful staff here at Valley Oaks and it’s 
nice to let them know they are appreciated!  
Our Hospitality Co-Chairs, Patti Bailey 
and Kristi Barnhill did a fabulous job 
organizing those events.  

This also seems an appropriate 
time to thank Amy Brast for putting 
together the Eagle Eye for the last 
several years.  Amy has done a super 

job with our newsletter; it always looks 
great and is full of informative and 
interesting tidbits. Amy’s’ son, Cole, is in 
5th grade this year so the Brast family will 
be moving on from Valley Oaks.  We still 
need someone to take over the Eagle 
Eye.  If you think you might be interested 
please call or e-mail me at 713.973.8187 
or ginny@langenkamp.com. 

Thanks to all of you who have 
already volunteered for PTA positions 
next year.  We are in very good shape to 
start the year.  Out remaining open 
positions are Eagle Eye editor, 
Reflections Coordinator and Confetti Egg 
Coordinator.  I would like to have the 
Eagle Eye and Reflections positions filled 
prior to the start of school in the fall.    

The last general meeting will be 
on Tuesday, May 25th at 6:30 in the 
cafeteria.  We will install next year’s 
officers and present the PTA Life 
Members Awards.  A 5th grade program 
will follow.  I look forward to seeing you 
there.  

It’s been a great year.  Have a 
safe and relaxing summer!  

 

Ginny Langenkamp, PTA President 

VOE PARENTS ARE AWESOME!!!!!!  The Hospitality committee 

wants to thank all of the wonderful parents who effortlessly cooked, baked, bought and gave 

of their time.  It is obvious that you care so much for our VOE Teachers and Staff.  With 

your help we were able to provide the teachers with a Back to School Breakfast, Fall, 

Winter, Spring and Summer Birthday Lunches, Pies at Thanksgiving, Cookies for 

General PTA meetings, Holiday Luncheon, Halloween & Valentines Treats, favorite 

desserts for Teacher Appreciation Week and much more!   

 

We want to list names of all of our constant volunteers but our News Letter is not long 

enough!   This Committee can only be successful with ongoing Parental Support.  If we 

don’t get a chance to tell you ‘Thank You’ in person then PLEASE take this as our 

‘Thank you’ to all of you!!  Have a wonder summer and we will be asking for your help all over 

again next Year!!! 

 

Your Hospitality Co-chairs, Kristi Barnhill and Patti Bailey 

 
 
 

PTA Meeting 
& 5th Grade 

Program 
 

May 25 
6:30pm 

Cafeteria 

Character 
Without Question 

Reception 
 

May 21 
3:00pm 

Hospitality News 
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On the Move Jamboree 2010 
  

What a beautiful day it turned out to be for our annual Jamboree.  The two main words that we have for 
everyone are THANK YOU!!  Thank you for taking time to chair and volunteer at the booths.  Thanks for pitching 
in when you saw a need.  Thank you for your donations of baked goods, cakes, drinks and Wheel of Fortune 
give away items.  Thank you for buying tickets, t-shirts and sponsorships.  These funds enable the PTA to enrich 
the lives of all students at VOE. 
  
Our food this year was catered by James Coney Island.  A special thank you to Trudy Singleton for running the 
Food booth and getting all the supplies.  Also a big thank you to Brenda Boeckman and Heather Rasmussen for 
doing such a great job on the drink booth.  Nicole Waters and Amanda McKinney did a great job organizing the 
bake sale with the help of Troop 18025 selling all the baked goods.  And thanks to Allison Griffiths and Christina 
Zepeda for taking on Wheel of Fortune.  It is so fun to watch all of the action at this booth!  And Connie Pike and 
Sandy Skehot did a great job getting those good looking cakes for the cake walk. Ymmm! 
 
Thank you to our Booth Chairs who help set that up the booths and get volunteers to work them.  We really 
could not organize all of the volunteers without your help. 
 
A big thank you to the Torres family for constructing two new booths for us this year, and for fixing the Wheel of 
Fortune….it was falling apart!!!! 
 
Thank you to our Booth Sponsors:  VOE Student Council, Big Little School, The Whiting Family, the Boswell 
Family, the Crockett Family, the East Family, the Finck Cattle Company, the Post Family, the Seelinger Family, 
the Zahn Family, the Barnhill Family, the Belt Family, the McGinnis Family, the Rives Family, Stella &  Dot 
Company, the Train Station-Memorial, the Adams-Chambers Family, the Briggs Family, the Bujanos Family, the 
Kennedy Family, the Samuelson Family and the Family of Gus Waters. 
 
Patti Portice did a great job on tickets as usual.  And thank you to Jennifer Arriaga for her hard work on T-Shirts.  
They look awesome!  And to Doug Black…thanks for all the great music.  As always, we appreciate the set up 
help from the Memorial High School MMOB and the clean up help from the 2nd Grade Boy Scout Dens and the 
VOE dads that helped clean up the park.  Your help was greatly appreciated at the end of a very long day!!  We 
also appreciate the help from Gary Henry (great job on Wheel of Fortune!), Felipa from our custodial staff, and 
Sharon Lightfoot, Teresa and Cheryl in 
the front office.  Thanks for dealing with 
the district on our behalf and for 
collecting prizes in the office.  And to 
Vimal Patel and Jay Patel……..thank 
you for all the heavy lifting, and working 
the Wheel of Fortune Booth. 
 
We hope everyone had a great 
afternoon!   
 
Manisha Patel & Binny Patel 
 

Spring Cleaning? 
 

Don’t throw out or give away your kids’  

old coats and/or jackets…. 

.In the fall, a new VOE PTA committee, Outreach Within, will 

be collecting gently used coats for students who do not 
have coats. If you just have to get them out of your house 
now, we will take them now; otherwise, please hang on to 

them until the fall when we will have our first coat drive.   If 
you have any questions, please contact Lara Hollingsworth 

(lhollingsworth@rustyhardin.com)or Karin Donovan 
(karindonovan@hotmail.com). 

 

 

 

mailto:lhollingsworth@rustyhardin.com
mailto:karindonovan@hotmail.com
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You may wonder, “How does our PTA financially support Valley Oaks?”  
Here is an update from the desk of the PTA Treasurer for the year: 
 
 The PTA completed several fundraisers this year which raised over $65,000 for Valley Oaks.  
Our largest fundraisers this year were the Jamboree School Carnival, Sign-Up Parties, Check 
Writing Campaign, and our Sally Foster wrapping paper sales.  Our largest fundraiser, Dinner 
and Auction, is held every other school year and is currently being planned for 2010-2011.   
 
For the 2009-2010 school year, the PTA budgeted approximately $61,000 in program 
expenditures.   These programs include field trips, cultural art performances, visiting authors, 
landscaping and ground improvement, teacher scholarships, parent education, teacher 
luncheons, children education programs such as DARE, Family Supper, Back to School Fair and 
many, many more. 
 
Last spring, the PTA voted to allocate approximately $ 95,000 of previously raised money 
towards the purchase of items needed by the school.  Items purchased this school year include 
$34,000 for 30 new classroom laptops, $12,000 for Activ Boards for the Music and Art 
departments, $7,000 for 4

th
 and 5

th
 grade Activ Board accessories, $5,000 for the Literacy 

Library, $5,000 for Library Books, $5,000 for Kinder and Pre K readers, $6,000 for teacher 
conferences and training, $2,000 in teacher lounge updates, $1,000 for outdoor benches, and 
$1,200 for playground sports equipment. 
 
This year, the PTA has voted to allocate another $50,350 for the school.  These items will be 
purchased over the summer and include $9,000 in literacy programs and books, $13,000 for 10  
MacBooks and 14 iTouches for the Library, $5,500 for Activ Board projectors for Kindergarten, 
$7,700 for choral risers, and $14,000 for Activ Board accessories for 1

st
 through 3

rd
 grades. 

 
[ŀǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ t¢! ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ άhǳǘŘƻƻǊ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳέ ǿƘƛŎƘ has been in 
the works for several years.   A lot of hard work has gone into the design and implementation of 
this space.  Please come by check it out.   
 
LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ƻŦ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ hŀƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ н ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
wonderful working with parents and staff at Valley Oaks.   
Thank you teachers, parents and staff for making Valley Oaks the best school for our children! 
 
Laura Mullins, Treasurer 

 
 

 

From the Desk of the Treasurer 

Buds with Suds 
Car Wash 

 

June 1 

±h9Ωǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎΗ  
Thanks to all the parent volunteers for 
making this a reality -- especially Bob 
Kretschmer ς and doing a great job building 
it.  The kids and teachers will certainly 
enjoy it in the fall!  
 

Outdoor Classroom 
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Kindergarten  
What an incredible year we have had in 

kindergarten!  We are so proud of our young readers, 

writers, paleontologists, geologists, architects, 

nutritionists, and artists !   

 Our future marine biologists will enjoy our 

òUnder the Seaó unit in May.  We will explore the layers 

of the ocean and the types of animals that live in them.  

Watch your Friday Folders for information about òBeach 

Blastóñour fun -in-the -sun, year-end celebration.  

Students get to wear their swimsuits and sunscreen and 

adults get another opportunity to volunteer and snap 

photos of adorable children!     

We are so very grateful for all the help that 

Valley Oaks parents have given us.  Thank you to field 

t rip chaperones, homework helpers, snack -bringers, 

party sponsors, copiers, story readers, computer 

assistants, and PTA supporters.  You have enriched our 

program immensely!   

May is also a time for reflection.  We will 

create an exciting year -end project t hat will help us 

remember Valley Oaks highlights such as the Patriotic 

Sing-a-long, the Medieval Feast, our trip to Dewberry 

Farm, our dinosaur and spider models, our visit to the 

Houston Museum of Natural Science, and our wonderful 

friends.  The kindergar ten team will miss our 09 -10 

òEagletsó, but we are happy to see them ready to soar 

on to new adventures next year.  Please come back for 

hugs and updates!   

 

First Graders ð Show us the Money!  

 First graders have begun their study of 

economics!  They are l earning different uses of money, 

how money travels, and learning how money was invented 

by making a timeline of the origin of money! They will 

also be learning about wants and needs, goods and 

services, consumers and producers. At the end of our 

study they  will produce cookies and sell their goods to 

the whole school!   Be looking for more information on 

our cookie sale coming up at the end of the month of 

May! 

In math first graders are learning about 

probability and the chance that an event will happen. 

They are learning vocabulary such as likely, unlikely, 

certain, and probable!  

In reading they are working on the reading 

strategy of synthesizing! First graders will learn how 

parts of a story put together make a whole story. 

Encourage your child to retell a  story using the most 

important parts to make the whole story!  

 

Second Grade  
 

May in Second Grade has been so much fun,  

We have learned a few new concepts and reviewed old 

ones. 

 

Language Arts focused on non -fiction comprehension;  

We also learned about newspapers without apprehen sion. 

Scholarly Scoop 

 
 

In Math we have continued to review,  

Place value, fractions, and problem solving too.  

 

We also reviewed graphing, division and multiplication,  

We learned about area, what fascination!  

 

Economics in Social Studies has been our unit of study,  

Free Ent erprise and the earning and spending of money.  

 

Natural Resources has been another part of it,  

Wants and Needs; what do we really need to get.  

 

We will wind up the year learning about Hawaii,  

Weõll learn state information and give some traveling a try. 

 

We will spend the last day of school enjoying a Luau,  

We will celebrate all that we have learned and say, òWow!ó 

 

As the year comes to a close, we would like to thank you,  

For all of your support and commitment too.  

 

It has been an adventure as we have learn ed so many things 

new; 

You have helped your children learn about famous people 

and build bird models too.  

 

We will miss your children dearly as they head off on their 

way, 

Hoping that their future is better each day.  

 

We know that you will be busy, but we  hope that you will 

try;  

We would love to hear updates; please stop by and say, òHió.   

 

Have a super summer! 

 

Third Grade  

As we get closer to the last day of school and 

our END OF THE YEAR celebration we areé 

-Solidifying our strategies and skills in Math  by: obtaining 

accurate measurements, identifying area and perimeter, 

practicing multiplication facts, recognizing multiplication 

and division fact families, and solving multi step word 

problems using a variety of methods  

-Researching and writing in Language Arts :  In conjunction 

with our Social Studies  and Science unit, students are 

researching a topic and using the information gathered to 

write an informative paper.  

-Investigating and exploring in Science by:  studying 

habitats and environments and the effects organisms have 

on each and reviewing content covered through out the year.   

-Learning about famous inventors and explorers in Social 
Studies.  
-Building our social skills  by working together.  

 
All in preparation for what lies aheadé4th  grade!!!! 
 

4th Grade 
Café Museum 

District 
 

May 27 
9:00am 

 
Field Day 

 
May 14 
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Talent Show 
 

June 2 

Fourth Grade Somethings  
       As our final days approach, we still have plenty to keep us busy!  In math we will expand 

and go beyond by using sets of numbers to determine the mean, median, mode and range.  Plan for, òdown 

the runway lift off,ó or òin the house and up the stairsó, as we describe the relationship between two 

sets of related data shown as ordered pairs.  Lastly, to extend or not to extend, yes, we will, through 

enriched problem solving.  The absolute is that these students will encounter problems throughout their 

lives and we would like to give them the tools and strategies to become independent thinkers and 

problem solvers.  

Reading and writing is at its best!  We are excited about the upcoming Wax Museum that will 

display living, breathing, historians.  Students are divi ng in and reading about the lives and contributions 

of such people as Albert Einstein, Amelia Earhart, Davy Crockett, and Coco Chanel. Make sure you stop 

by and take a walk through history on May 27 th, at 9:00 in the òCaf® Museum Districtó.  Book clubs and 

read alouds are turning pages, and we will line up our summer reading goals; there is no time for idle 

minds.  Poetry will verse its way in as we look into the different styles and do a little bit of writing 

ourselves.  Finally, students will reflect back  on their writing; in the journey of going forward, one must 

look back and reflect to see where one needs to go.  

How about science! May the force be with you, electromagnetic force that is! Currents, lights, 

action!  I wouldnõt want to be another place, except social studies!  Plains Indians battled to save their 

territory, cattle drives came to a halt due to barbed wire and the good old railroads.  Oil spewed at 

Spindletop opening up a whole new industry that created a population growth, innovation, and ch ange.  In 

conclusion we will look at government, its branches, and its purpose.  What is its purpose exactly?   

On that note, better start planning that summer vacation for your hard working 4 th  grader, 

who will soon embark in the next chapter of their life -5 th  grade! 

      

Fifth Grade -   The end of the year is upon us é so hard to believe! 

Weõre ending things on a high note as we stay busy right down to the last day. 

Math/Science:   In math we are currently exploring geometric shapes and attributes at a  

deeper level.  We have created our own tessellations and are beginning a favorite year -end project of 

circles and string. Itõs a colorful and geometric way to end a year of math exploration.  In science we are 

focusing on problem -based learning activities  ð an exciting way for 5 th  graders to end the year and 

prepare to enter middle school.  

Social Studies/Language Arts:   We are working hard to learn about Manifest Destiny in 

Social Studies.  As we learn about Westward Expansion and the movement of groups li ke the pioneers, 

49ers, Chinese Immigrants and the Mormons, we are learning that none of it was simple or easy!  As 

groups moved west, it became apparent there was controversy about whether our new territories and 

states would be slave states or free state s.  Thus the CIVIL WAR!   Students will learn and identify key 

events that led to the Civil War: the Missouri Compromise, the Underground Railroad, the Compromise 

of 1850, òBleeding Kansas,ó and the election of Abraham Lincoln.  Fifth graders will take a òwalking touró 

of the battle of Gettysburg to learn what life was like for soldiers who fought in the Union and 

Confederate armies during the Civil War.  To conclude the activity, students will write a eulogy honoring 

those who fought and died during the Civ il War.  

Fifth graders are very busy indeed!  We will spend the month of May learning about key 

historical events that have taken place in the United States since the Civil War.  As we learn the 

importance of these events in modern -day America, we will conc lude our year by celebrating each decade 

of the Twentieth Century!   Hopefully, students will make connections and understand yow their lives 

have been affected by key events of the Twentieth Century!  We believe our students will leave Valley 

Oaks with a s trong foundation in the history of our great country!  God Bless America!!!!  

 

Calendar:  Last of allé stay abreast of these coming dates!  We have a fabulous month ahead!  

Donõt miss out!!! 

 

May 13 th  ð 5th  Grade Social Studies Benchmark (over Revolutionary War, Constitution, Bill of  Rights, 

Westward Expansion, Industrial Revolution, and Civil War)  

May 14 th  ð School- Wide Field Day  

May 20 - 21 st  ð Human, Growth Develop ment Classes  

May 27 th  ð Fifth Grade Event at UH Wellness Center (All day!)  

May 28 th  ð Fifth Grade Graduation (AM)  

June 1 st  ð Student Council Buds With Suds  Car Wash (PM)  

June 2 nd ð School Donõt Worry, Be Happy! Talent Show! (AM)  

 

 

 

 

5th Grade 
Graduation 

 
May 28 
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Confetti Egg Contest Results 
 

eggs stuffed Points

Pre-K Ms. Gillie 504 504 1008

Ms. Portice 84 84

Kinder Ms. Evans 312 36 348

Ms. Shawn 60 36 96

Mrs. Smith 992 970 1962

Ms. Kerekgyarto 780 708 1488

Grade 1 Ms. Axton 4500 4500 9000

Ms. Howard 894 768 1662

Miss Coffman 1650 1348 2998

Ms. Hodge 24 24

Grade 2 Ms. Rogers 108 732 840

Ms. Kasischke 132 132

Ms. Martinez 138 138

Ms. Lehtinen 96 12 108

Grade 3 Ms. Cernosek 396 324 720

Ms. Ethridge 990 948 1938

Ms. Ehlinger 16 16 32

Ms. Yarbrough 132 96 228

Grade 4 Ms. Kleinhen z 606 510 1116

Ms. Huff 480 162 642

Ms. Hamrick 1140 1140 2280

Ms. Colvard 360 624 984

Ms. Leuchen De Pico 24 24 48

Grade 5 Ms. Looper 1968 1818 3786

Ms. Vasek 180 24 204

Ms. Farrell 480 228 708

Totals 17046 15528 32574

Cumulative Totals October-April

 

 
Thanks to all for their time and effort to 
the 2009 ð 2010 Confetti Egg Contest.   

 
The final results are in!  

 
The grand prize winner is Ms. Axtonõs 

1st grade class with 9,000 points!!!   
Congratulations ð your class wins a 

pizza/ice cream lunch!!  
 

The grade level winners of an ice cream 
party are as follows:  

 
Pre -K ð  

Ms. Gillie, with 1,008 points!  
 

Kindergarten ð  
Mrs. Smith, with 1,962 points!  

 
Second Grade ð  

Ms. Rogers, with 840 points!  
 

Third Grade ð  
Ms. Ethridge with 1,938 points!  

 
Fourth Grade ð  

Ms. Hamrick, with 2,280 points!  
 

Fifth Grade ð  
Ms. Looper, with 3,786 points!  

 

Thanks to ALL for making this yearõs 
contest a success!!  
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SUNDA
Y 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDA
Y 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 3 4 5 6 7 
 

8 

9 10 11 
 
6:30PM 
PTA Board Mtg 
 
3:45 SBMS  
Bear Walk 
 
5

th
 Grade Track 

Meet 
 

12 
 

13 
 
5

th
 Grade 

Social Studies 
Benchmark 
 
1:30 Volunteer 
Reception 
Library 

14 
 
FIELD DAY 

15 
 

16 17 
 
6:15 SBISD 
Character W/O 
Question 
Northbrook HS 

18 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 
3:00 VOE 
Character W/O 
Question 
Reception  
 
 

22 

23 24 
 

25 
 
6:30PM 
PTA Gen Mtg 
& 5

th
 Grade 

Program 
Cafeteria 
 

26 27 
 
9:00  4

th
 Grade 

Café Museum 
 
5

th
 Grade Event 

28 
 
8:00am  
5

th
 Grade 

Graduation 
 

29 

30 31 
 
Memorial Day 
Holiday 

June 1 
 
Buds W/Suds 
Car Wash 
 
 

2 
 
Talent Show 
 
Early Dismissal 
at  11:30 

3 
 
 

4  

       

HAVE A  
GREAT SUMMER! 

MAY 

2010 

 


